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California’s First Offshore Drilling Project 


For many years the development 
of offshore lands has of necessity 
heen postponed while the courts 
have tried to unscramble the per- 
plexing problem of ownership. The 
peripheral strip of water that reach- 
es out three miles from the shore 
at mean low tide has during that 
time been the basis of widely di- 
verse contentions and counter- con- 
tentions. This is not too surprising 
since the three mile limitation is 
itself based on an ancient premise 
that today is completely irrational 
At the time this territorial water 
jacket was defined by international 
law for the protection of those coun- 
tries that had oceanic exposures 
three miles was just too far for any 
ship's cannon to hurl its projectiles 
and a country was presumed to be 
safe as long as hostile ships could 
not come any closer to the shore 
than that distance. Today war ves- 
sels can stand off twenty miles to 
sea and bombard a shoreline silly, 
so the original function of the three 
mile strip is lost. The matters of 
ownership and extent become high- 
ly important however, when ques- 
tions of leasehold, mineral rights, 
and royalty payments are involved 
as they are in offshore oil develop- 
ment. 

Since the Supreme Court recently 
approved return of ownership in tide- 
lands to the States, the whole proc- 
ess of petroleum exploitation has 
given a tremendous boost. 
Much money had been spent prior 
to the decision, in offshore geo- 
pl ysical work and in the develop- 
nent of tools and techniques to do 
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the drilling job but in actuality this 
type of drilling even when carried 
on with the most modern equipment 
is still risky and costly enterprise, 
and there is a pronounced tendency 
for the interested concerns to pool 
their interests and share expense. 
In this category may be classed 
Monterey Oil Company and The 
Texas Company, the combination 
that is teaming, with Monterey as 
operator in California’s first drilling 
man-made island 


venture from a 


Substructure, drawworks, rotary table and other items being loaded on the 
for transport to the island. 


some 8000 feet oceanward from the 
Seal Beach shoreline. 

The history of this project is de- 
cidedly interesting and is worth re- 
peating here. In 1938 the California 
legislature passed the State Lands 
Act of 1938 under which the State 
could advertise for leases upon its 
lands when oil was being drained 
therefrom, or in imminent danger 
of being drained therefrom. With 
this act as authority the State calted 
for bids on a lease extending three 
miles seaward from Seal Beach. 
Jergins Oil Company was the suc- 
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cessful bidder, and when Jergins 
was later absorbed by Monterey O11 
Company, the latter acquired the 
lease, State No. 186.5. 

After the lease was granted in 
1944, two wells were drilled but 
without success other than to pro- 
vide valuable sub-surface informa- 
tion and to give encouraging indica- 
tions that a hole carried farther 
oceanward might tap an oil sand. 
About this time the State Land 
Commission ruled that this partic- 
ular piece of property was held by 
Marine Exploration Company and 
the latter was directed to build a 
filled island and to drill all subse- 
quent wells on their lease from this 
island which would be located ap- 
proximately 8000 feet offshore. 
Meantime, a third well was drilled 





also from a site about 2500 feet in- 
land. This one was drilled to a total 
footage of 12,180 feet and was bot- 
tomed 9271 feet seaward from the der- 
rick floor. Actually, the derrick was 
sitting in Los Angeles County but 
the drilling bit was directed over 
into Orange County before the well 
was completed. The hole at one 
point deviated from vertical by as 
much as 83 degrees and without 
adequate control of the mud pumps, 
bit speed, etc., might have exceeded 
90 degrees which, of course, would 
have brought the bit back out 
through the surface of the ocean 
bed. 

That well was responsible for a 
It was successful 


number of firsts. 
in penetrating what is believed to be a 
small section equivalent to the Ford 


The completed island with the drilling actually in process. Note the compactness of 
the total assembly. Every inch of space is utilized with all items properly placed for 


efficient operation. 
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Zone in the Wilmington field.  \|- 
though total footage drilled was 2. 
180 and the vertical depth was . 00 
feet, when the well was put on 
the pump it had to be located a: ‘he 
7000 feet mark, that is, about 9 
feet off bottom and at a ver «| 
depth of approximately 3000  :<t. 
It has produced 30 barrels a day 
of clean, 26° A.P.I. gravity oil for 
the past four years, and it was on 
the basis of finding’s in this well tht 
Marine Exploration Company rst 
made representation to the United 
States Army Engineers for a per- 
mit to construct the island. As a 
matter of fact, the firm made sev- 
eral efforts to secure a permit but 
was unsuccessful until 1952 when 
Secretary of the Interior, Oscar L. 
Chapman, and the Attorney General 
gave the U. S. engineers the “all- 
clear” signal and 24 hours later the 
permit was granted. 

The next step was to invite quo- 
tations for the construction of the 
island which was designed by Cap- 
tain George F. Nicholson of Long 
Seach to provide sufficient room for 
the drilling of three wells. It was 
intended. to drill the first well 
straight down to basement and 
should the first one be successful 
to drill two more directional ones. 
From the results obtained engineers 
might then determine how many 
more wells to drill in order to fully 
exploit the lease, and to what ex- 
tent the working island would re- 
quire to be enlarged. 


The construction contract was 
awarded to the Healy-Tibbetts Cor- 
poration of San Francisco in April. 
1952, but in the meantime Seal Beach 
had an anti-drilling city ordinance 
that threatened to stop operations. 
To at least a number of authorities 
this ordinance appeared to be un- 
constitutional and it was decided to 
test its legality by simply starting 
operations and inviting a law suit 
This was done and it is now history 
that the case finally went to the 
California Supreme Court where it 
was adjudged that the City of Seal 
Beach lacked jurisdiction over the 
tide and submerged lands since they 
were owned by the State. 

While all this was going on the 
partially completed island had to be 
maintained in condition to with- 
stand the assault of the wind and 
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HY DIESELS 


@ Now in operation 8,000 ft. offshore, west of Seal 
Beach, is the first tideland drilling operation off the 
California coast. Brown Marine Drilling Company, 


power ‘ Long Beach, is the contractor, and put together the 


packaged rig that is being used. Four Murphy Diesel 
Fuel Engines are a key part of the rig. Three of the 


e | thine : 

California Ss Murphys, each rated at 200 H.P. continuous, are on the 
: floor compounded to power the table, drawworks and 
main pump. The fourth Murphy of the same size 

® powers the standby pump. 
ir 4 On jobs like this and ashore, Murphy Diesel Power 
Revatee is proving itself to be an oilman’s kind of power— 
responsive, dependable and economical. Ask your 


offsh ore Murphy Diesel Dealer to show you what Murphy 
Diesel can do for you. 
enne MURPHY DIESEL COMPANY 
drilling " 5311 W. Burnham St. Milwaukee 14, Wisconsin 
Engines and power units 90 to 260 H.P.; dual-fuel engincs, 135 
; to 215 H.P.; marine propulsion and auxiliaries, 90 to 225 H.P.; 
generator sets 60 to 154 K.W. 


Photo courtesy 
Brown Marine Drilling Company 


’ 





SEE YOUR MURPHY DIESEL DEALER TODAY 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Glen Rose Engine Service Industrial Engine Service 
502 So. Real Road 5315 Valley Blvd. 
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the ocean surge. During the 14 
months of litigation the cost for this 
alone amounted to about $90,000. 
The island when completed was 
75 feet in diameter with a 50 x 75 
ft. wharf on the land side. A hun- 
dred piles more or less had been 
driven into the ocean floor to sus- 
tain the final weight and interlocking 
steel piles which were then set up to 
hold the fill. Thereafter it 
case of filling the island from the 
inside with 6000 tons of small Cata- 
lina rock and 6500 tons of sand, and 
and riprapping from the bottom of 
the ocean to about nine feet below 
the surface of the water. This latter 
took about 14,500 tons of rock. The 
interlocking steel piles and the con- 
crete capping on the island and 
wharf added another 1350 tons to 
the total weight of the structure. 
The contract for the drilling cf 
the well which was spudded on May 
22nd was awarded to Brown Drill- 
ing Company of Long Beach and at 
last reports (as of July 23rd) the 
project is drilling ahead at 8286 
feet. It is strictly a “no dope” hole 
and Ernie Pyles, Monterey Vice 


Was a 


President, who has babied the who!e 
venture from the start has intimated 
that no geological hop will be avail- 


able but that daily depth progress 
will be announced freely. 


srown Drilling Company is us- 
ing a 126 ft. Lee C. Moore mast with 
a National 50-A drawworks, power 
being transmitted from three 215 
HP Model 224G Murphy Dual-Fuel 
engines, through a National engine 
compound drive and Twin Disc 
Hydraulic Model HUD disconnect- 
ing coupling. Four heat exchanger 
units, manufactured by Refinery 
Piping and Equipment Company, 
are installed for cooling the liquid in 
the Twin Disc Clutch. Power from 
all three engines can be transmitted 
to the drawworks for hoisting. One 
engine is used for drilling with the 
other two engines driving the main 
slush pump which is an Ideal Model 
C-250. An Ideal C-150-B pump acts 
as a standby and is independently 
driven through an Ideal independent 
pump drive by another Murphy 
Model 224G Duel-Fuel engine. The 
rotary table is a 271% inch Oil Well 
unit chain driven from the draw- 
works. Two 190 barrel mud tanks 
designed by Lee C. Moore Corpora- 
tion and fabricated by Medearis 
Oil Well Supply Corporation are 
located in the substructure and one 
of them is divided into two com- 
partments for a shale pit and a pill 
pit. Before taking this rig out to 
the Island, the Brown Drilling Com- 
the components to 


pany took all 


Three Murphy Dual-Fuel Engines, the drawworks, rotary table and other equipment 
are here shown being set up in a measured space to determine how it should be 


assembled on the is ‘and. 
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Lacey Trucking Company’s ari 
and there, on a plot, the exa dj. 
mensions of the Island and \ «arf 
doped out how the pieces s juli 
finally be assembled. The fin as. 
sembly was carried out unde the 
supervision of Newell Hun: cutt 
Bob Walker and Jerry Ste; :ens, 
drilling superintendent, engine: anj 
tool pusher, respectively, for I) ow) 
Drilling Company. 


The rig was then reassembied on 
a city lease where a well was © -tual- 
ly drilled with it on a patci: the 
exact size of the island after which 
it was moved to the offshore site. 

This, of course, is California's 
first offshore drilling venture and 
it has naturally presented lots c; 
new problems in procedure and tech- 
nique. The ocean depth at the is- 
land at mean low tide is 42 feet at 
which time the island is 18 
out of water. 


feet 


Transportation is, of course, 
one of the most costly items in the 
offshore drilling budget. Monterey 
has leased dockage at Long Beach 
and all heavy materials are ferried 
from there to the island. Two heavy 
cranes are employed for moving 
heavy equipment from the barges 
to the island wharf or the reverse, 
and a light crane based on the whari 
takes adequate care of emergenci 
deliveries. 

Cementing is done from a barge 
with cement being pumped directl 
into the well and without any pre 
liminary transfer to the island. Sim 
ilarly, well logging and other serv- 
ices are performed from seagoing 
vessels or barges. Mud is _ trans 
ferred to the work site from shore 
in liquid form in order to conserve 
the fresh water supply on the island. 
As might be expected, these various 
specialty operations and many oth- 
ers are to a considerable extent 
controlled by the temper of the sea. 
When the water is rough it is some- 
times necessary to wait for fairly 
long periods before barges can be 
safely moved in close enough t? 
perform their immediate function. 


Provision has also been made fot 
housing the men on the island for 
protracted periods in case continued 
stormy weather should render the 
journey ashore dangerous. Indeed 
every conceivable safety precaution 
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The minute oil gets above ground — it 


starts to go places. From the field to the 
refinery. From the refinery to the distri- 
bution center. From the distribution cen- 
ter to the consumer. Wherever oil goes, 
pipes usually play an important part. Big 
pipes... little pipes...short lines... cross 
country lines. That’s where the pipefitter 


nse, : ; 

| ve comes in — he’s got to tend them. His 
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has been taken. The island is well 
equipped with both quenching equip- 
ment and escape outlets and devices in 
case of fire. The safety line from 
the derrick is anchored to a buoy 
so that the derrickman can land 
right out on the water should he 
have to make a quick exit. Other 
safety provisions are a system of 
multi-directional lights, and a fog 
horn. Because of certain unforeseen 
legal objections imposed by the Fed- 
eral Communications authorities, a 
hookup of the regular ship to shore 
type was verboten, so Monterey 
laid its own telephone cable from 
the end of the Seal Beach pier to 
the island at a cost, however, of 
about $2500.00, which is pretty high 
compared with the normal $10 or 
$15 installation charge. 

The crews ride to and from their 
work in water taxis, the one-way 





This shows part of the substructure, carry- 
ing the mud pump and tank, being lifted 
by crane on to the island over the splash 
wall. 


trip taking some five to ten minutes. 
It’s a simple operation but the costs 
almost $5000 a month. If the well 
comes in, it will probably mean the 
building of a marine pipe line to 
tie in with the nearest gathering 
system. There is no anticipating all 





that can happen in an ente prise 
of this kind but it is safe to 1 cdi 
that there will be other pre Jems 
of lesser or greater magnitud: tha 
will delay completions and in -eag 
ultimate costs. It is pretty c «taiy, 
however, that whatever he spens 
will get the immediate atten: on of 
some mighty competent ope: ators, 
Ernie Pyles, Don Hare, and Gere 
Davis are resourceful membe: 


; ofa 
very resourceful organization. 4 
combination of business acumen 
and industrial daring has carried 


Monterey Oil Company weil fer 
ward since the firm first came into 
being and we are one of the many 
who believe that this joint venture 
with The Texas Company in of: 
shore exploration and exploitatioy, 
although costly at the moment, 3 
merely the beginning of a long 
profitable enterprise. 





American Association of 
Oilwell Drilling Contractors 
Slates Important Speakers 


The coming convention of the 
American Association of Oilwell 
Drillers which will be held at the 
Los Angeles Biltmore, October 10, 
11, 12 and 13 has slated several im- 
portant speakers whose talks before 
the members should contribute 
much toward handling certain prob- 
lems of that industry. 

Among those listed on the tenta- 
tive program are: Jules E. Tous- 
saint, vice-president and _ general 
manager of production for Stand- 
ard Oil Company of California. His 
subject will be, “The Operator and 
the Contractor,” a paper which will 
discuss the relationship between 
these two very important factors in 
the petroleum industry. 

Elmer Decker, president of Mar- 
tin-Decker Corporation, manufac- 
turers of drilling instruments for 
control of operations, will speak 
on “Instruments and Their Use in 
Modern Drilling Practice.” 

S. F. Bowlby, vice-president of 
Shell Oil Company, will speak on 
the subject, “Public Relations.” 

James Harrington, safety super- 
intendent for General Petroleum 
Corporation, will deliver an address 
entitled “Safety and the Contrac- 
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tor. 
As an added feature for the en- 
tertainment of those who plan to at- 
tend the convention, the California 
Chapter of American Association of 
Oilwell Drilling Contractors has 
arranged for an official Post Con- 
vention Tour to the Hawaiian Is- 
lands from October 15 to 24. 


The tour includes air transporta- 
tion, American plan hotel accom- 
modations, limousine  transporta- 
tion, sightseeing and special enter- 
tainment and territorial taxes. 


The cost will be $619 per person. 
Reservations are now being taken 
by World Travel Bureau, 428 E. 
Compton Blvd., Compton, Califor- 
nia, through J. E. Kirkwood, man- 
ager. Reservations must be in by 
August 6, accompanied by a $100 
deposit. 

D. H. Graham, president of Dun- 
lap and Graham, who heads the 
housing committee, states that res- 
ervations for the 700 available ac- 
commodations at the Los Angeles 
3iltmore are rapidly being taken up 
and urges that early applications 
for housing be made to him by those 
who prefer to be at the Biltmore, 
otherwise the* committee will as- 
sign rooms at neighboring hotels. 
Address D. H. Graham, Graham & 
Dunlap, 2450 Los Cerritos, Long 
Beach, California. 


Beverly Field 
Test Drills Ahead 


Redrilling work is beneath 300i 
feet with Universal Consolidated 
Oil Company’s Twentieth Century- 
Fox No. 2 on Section 25-1s-15w in 
the Beverly field. A string of 11%; 
inch protection pipe was set at 314! 
feet at the base of the Pliocene an! 
relatively shallow formation produc 
ing for old wells in the field. 





Castaic Hills 
Well Makes Good 


Standard Oil, Paul Trousdale and 
Ted Sterling have accounted fir 
another good well producing in the 
Castaic Hills field. The latest suc- 
cess of the operating combination 
is Villa No. 26 on Section 35-5n-1/, 
which at last checking was flowing 
more than 325 barrels of clean oil @ 
day from a total depth of 6860 feet. 


Newhall-Potrero 
Well Good Producer 
Sunray Oil Corporation’s 
Rancho San Francisco Rancho well 
on Section 27-4n-17w in the New- 
hall-Potrero field was finaled a 
11,402 for a current yield of 8 
barrels of net 29.1 gravity oil ané 
634,000 cubic feet of gas daily. 4 
30/64-inch choke was in use. Sw! 
Drilling Company was the coh 
tractor. 
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Your engine may be 





15% more powerful 
than you think 


Shell Premium Gasoline with TCP; 

the greatest gasoline development 

in 31 years, sets free the captive power 
formerly locked in by lead and carbon deposits. 


You’ll feel your engine’s had a tune-up 
before you finish your second tankful. 


No matter if your car is a current model driven only 
a few thousand miles, or an “old faithful,’’ you can 
enjoy up to 15% more power! This extra power is in 
your engine right now but it’s “captive power”’— 
trapped by the steady accumulation of lead and 
carbon deposits. 


What happens is this: These deposits, which are con- 
stantly forming, build up in the combustion chamber and 
on the tips of your spark plugs. 


In the combustion chamber they glow “red hot”—igniting 
the gasoline mixture ahead of time. Power fights against you 
—not FOR you. This condition is called pre-ignition and is 
responsible for wild ping, a most severe kind of knock. 


When the deposits build up on your spark plugs—some- 
times in as little as 2,000 miles—they cause the plugs to short- 
circuit. This makes your engine miss . . . especially when you 


*Shell’s Trademark for this unique gasoline additive developed by Shell Research. Patent applied for. 


SHELL PREMIUM wirH ICP 


The Most Powerful Gasoline Your Car Can Use 


don’t want it to miss—such as when climbing a hill or passing 
another car. 

But now there is a way to cancel out the trouble these 
deposits cause—a way that sets free that captive power. 
Shell scientists have discovered a fuel additive—TCP— 
which is utterly unique. 

Blended into Shell Premium Gasoline, it does two things 
for you. First, it “fireproofs” the deposits in the combustion 
chamber so they can’t cause pre-ignition. Power works for 
you—not against you. 

Second, it modifies the deposits on your spark plugs so they 
can fire as they should—on time. 

Shell Premium with TCP additive unlocks the captive 
power in your engine so quickly you’ll feel it’s had a tune-up 
before you’ve finished the second tankful. 

No wonder that Shell Premium with TCP, the greatest 
gasoline development since the introduction of tetraethy] lead, 
is the biggest sales success in petroleum history 

Shell Premium with TCP is available at all Shell Dealer 
Stations. 
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The Aftermath 


At the moment of writing we 
are slowly recovering from the 
Nomads’ Wing Ding out at the 
Riviera Country Club, where, 
with Bill Bettis, Scotty Green, 
and Howard Said, we played 
the first full 18 holes of golf 
we have attempted since about 
1940. Unfortunately, the chap 
who laid out this course must 
have had trouble with his di- 
gestion. He was certainly an 
obstructionist of the most vi- 
cious type, for we found the 
whole countryside criss-crossed 
at unexpected and uncomforta- 
bly frequent intervals with a 
species of abomination called a 
“barranca.” Where there were 
no barrancas, the landscape was 
liberally interspersed with sand 
traps, and where there were 
neither barrancas or sand traps, 
we used our trusty six-iron to 
make new and horrific gouges 
that needed only to be filled 
with sand to become excellent 
bunkers. 

Is Golf a Species of Frustration? 
Needless to say, our general per- 
formance on the fairway (when we 
were on it, that is) was not of the 
highest order. We swung with rare 
abandon but seldom hit anything 
other than the helpless bit of green- 
sward that lay about one foot be- 
hind the ball. Most of our time was 
actually spent guddling around in 
rocky river bottoms, tall elephant 
grass, and sand dunes, and more 
than once we threw ourself on the 
ground and cried in an agony of 
frustration after flailing lustily at 
a trapped ball that continued to lie 
there grinning while we sent cloud 
after cloud of sand high enough into 
the air to be mistaken for one of 
these Bikini tests. Our final score 
by a strange coincidence was exact- 
ly the same as our social security 
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number and on several occasions we 

managed to hit the ball in one, but 

in toto we really accomplished little 

of consequence. 

Aiders and Abettors 

Our accomplices in this en- 

terprise, however, gave a very 
good account of themselves. 
Scotty Green, Union Oil Com- 
pany’s manager of exploration, 
is a right good player. He hits 
a nice straight drive down the 
middle for a fairish distance, 
has good approach technique, 
and putts with admirable con- 
sistency. Howard Said, Pacific 
Coast manager of lands for 
Union, has much improved his 
game since we used to tussle 
with him almost 25 years ago 
on the little Sunset Course at 
Burbank, and not only that but 
he now plays with his shoes on. 
Our host, Bill Bettis, the John- 
ston Testers, Inc., vice-presi- 
dent, won a prize for the long- 
est drive made by a Nomad on 
the 18th hole and we are willing 
to bet that his second shot, 
which carried him well past the 
green, was even longer than the 
winning drive. Anyway, he 
made a very creditable all- 
around showing and with a lit- 
tle serious concentration on the 
game could probably make 
some of the experts sit up and 
take notice. 


Bill Bettis Goes to Houston 

Bill, by the way, is expecting to 
move to Houston before too long 
for an indefinite period and_ will 
be greatly missed around these 
parts for besides being one of the 
industry’s most generous entertain- 
ers, he is a companionable sort of 
chap who has made a raft of friends 
in this area. He is one of the foun- 
ders and a past president of the 
Nomads, has had a world of ex- 
perience in the manifold phases of 


oil equipment manufacture, ‘istri- 
bution, and service, and has . fine 
reputation as a capable executive 
and administrator. In addition to 
all that he is one of the neatest ani 
most consistent peggers on the west- 
ern domino circuit and with his 
teammate, John Flanagan, woul( 
probably have won the Petroleun 
Club handicap with ridiculous ease 
if Bob Smith, the Sunray legalite, 
and Ham Bell, the drilling chap. 
hadn’t been so inconsiderate as to 
knock them out in the first round. 
The Caravan Gets Under Way 
In our car which started from 
the Johnston plant over on An- 
drita Street was Copes Johnson, 
an interesting chap with a de- 
cided Oklahoma accent, just re- 
cently return from Venezuela 
after selling out his ownership 
in a noted south-of-the-border 
organization, known as Servicio 
Thomas. Copes is home to stay 
and expects to settle down here 
in the deep west when he has 
made un his mind exactly where 
and with what he intends to oc- 
cupy his future time. In an- 
other conveyance, piloted by 
the petrolic beau brummel, 
John Flanagan, were Bob Ket- 
tenburg, Shell engineer, former 
New Yorker, and definitely one 
of our better people; Read Win- 
terburn, Union Pacific’s chief 
petroleum engineer, and equal- 
ly reputable citizen who last 
time we saw him had been 
toasted by the Riviera Club sun 
to a bright red which we hope 
didn’t cause him later distress; 
and last but certainly not least, 
Read’s golfing brother, George, 
a lad who is actually very pro- 
ficient at the game. He prac- 
ticed one whole Saturday after- 
noon on his follow-through and 
next day drove so far past the 
church that he found himse’f 
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OIL TOOL CO. 


General Offices, Export Offices 
and Plant « Compton, Calif. 


Branches in All Principal Oil Centers 
in the United States and Canada 


California Branches: 

AVENAL ¢ BAKERSFIELD * COMPTON 

CUYAMA ¢ NEWHALL « RIO VISTA 
SANTA MARIA ¢ VENTURA 
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MO FROM KANSAS CITY MO 


Edward Munroe Benson, better known 
to his friends as “Mo,” is a neatly attired, 
rather young-looking chap who, however, 
despite his youngish appearance, has had 
quite an extended education in the pro- 
duction end of the oil business and the 
manners and customs of the people who 
engage in it. He was born in Kansas City, 
Mo., but came to the Golden State early 
enough to permit his entrance to Univer- 
sity of California at an appropriate age, 
and to graduate thereform in 1942 with a 
degree in petroleum engineering and a 
firm resolve to do something worthwhile 
with his future. Immediately following his 
graduation, his plans were somewhat sty- 
mied by a four-year stretch in the Army 
but as soon as he had been reinstated 
in private life, he attached himself to Wil- 
shire Oil Company where he had his first 
foray into the activities of petroleum en- 
gineering under the capable direction of 
Don Weaver. 


After about a year of interesting work 
with Wilshire, he joined up with Richfield 
Oil Corporation in 1947, his primary inter- 
est then being the famed “Parcel A” at 
the Harbor which has since developed into 


a considerable operation. At the height of 
the Cuyama development, he was sent 
there to function as division engineer, 
which he did very competently, but by 
1950 he was headquartered in the home 


office at Los Angeles where he s; 
other year learning more of the 
tional intricacies before being na: 
vision engineer with supervisic 
the Los Angeles basin, coastal, anx 
areas. His current position, superin 
of the Long Beach Harbor distri 
assigned to him two years ago anc 
the meantime kept him fully but p! 
ly occupied. 

Mo has the look of a chap to whom lif 
has been kind. He lives down at Sunsy 
Beach and naturally finds occasis: al op. 
portunity to do bits of surf fishinc, as th 
accompanying illustration shows, but his 
first diversional love is golf and there ar 
few who can toss a square yard of fai. 
way with more nonchalance. His stance 
is perfect and his swing is neatly in th 
groove. The only thing he now has t 
perfect is a system of keeping the bal 
from jumping out of the groove just as h 
is about to belt it. Apart from his busines 
accomplishments and athletic prowess, Mo 
is a chap who likes people and is con. 
sequently easy to like, and we select him 
unhesitatingly as one of the boys who is 
most likely to climb still higher on the 
success ladder. And remember, our pre- 
dictions to date have been 83% accurate. 





back at the golf course again. 
We Sign on the Dotted Line 

Arriving at the Riviera Club in 
good time, we were signed up for 
the golf tournament by Joe Schlarb, 


Chile Sutton, Wally Sawdon, and 
several other signer-uppers who 
were subsequently much amazed 
when we drove our first ball out 
over the precipice a full fifty feet. 


Out on the course we noted many 
others fighting their way through 
the jungle and at intervals clutch- 
ing their temples while they 
shrieked anathema at the originator 
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Joe Lewis of 
L&F Drilling 


Co. says: 


“This New L-4000 Le Roi Engine 
Sure Puts Plenty of Smooth Power 


in the Mud Power.”’ 


LE ROI ENGINES Sold and Serviced by 


LAWLESS BROTHERS LE ROI ENGINE SALES 


4000 Rosedale Hwy. 2102 E. 28th St. 
Bakersfield, Calif. Long Beach 6, Calif. 
Phone FAirview 59001 Phone L B 409973 
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‘Hof golf and all his progeny unto 


the third and fourth generation. We 
can especially .remember seeing 
Mort Higgs, Jim Hughes, and Val 
Forsythe, the Lane-Wells people, 
tossing sizable pieces of earth sky- 
ward while the ball remained on the 
sound supremely undisturbed. 
Then there were Jack Freeman, the 
handsome Bethlehemite; Dick Win- 
der, the Chiksan higher-up ; Ox Mor- 
gan, the Falcon behemoth; Bill Wil- 
son, former prexy of the Nomads 
and current prexy of the Web Wil- 
son enterprises ; our fraternity broth- 
er, Waldo Moore, of the Cavins 
Company (later we said hello to 
Paul Cavins too); and Paul Bowen, 
Dante Siracusa, and Knight Tem- 
pleton of the S. R. Bowen Company. 
Incidentally, Paul won the low gross 
trophy and the president’s cup, 


which didn’t surprise us a bit—he 
isa pretty sharp cookie with a nib- 
lick and is also a pretty nice guy. 


Among Those Present 

There were, of course, scads 
of others out there hacking at 
tree bases and otherwise whip- 
ping themselves into a frenzy. 
Among them were Babe Aga- 
menoni and John Isaacs, the 
Hillman-Kelley partners; Tom 
Wallace and Jay Wharton of 
Western Gulf fame; John Neale, 
another Lane-Wells Company 
biggie; Ernie Fowks and Clar- 
ence Phillips, the noted Ems- 
conians; Earl Daniels, Babe 
Doyle and Rex Collins, the 
Hydril representatives, with 
Earl just back from one of his 
frequent trips; By Landis, the 
much-traveled Web Wilson 
sales chief, about to become a 
resident of Palos Verdes, we 
hear; Lee Laird, the PPP pur- 
veyor of bewitching beverages, 
past president of Nomads, win- 
ner of low net in the golf tour- 
ney, and division sales chief for 
Cardwell Manufacturing Com- 
pany; Tom Morton and Hal 
Doane, the Halliburton higher- 
uos; Bob Craig and Owen 
Lake, the blue iron boys from 
Torrance; John McEwen, the 
gentlemanly Stansbury chap; 
aid so on and so on ad infini- 
tm. 
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Extending the Roster 

Others spotted in various corners 
of the Riviera Club during the 
afternoon and evening were Don 
Grubbs, the Oil Well Supply Com- 
pany domino and gin rummy 
sharpie; Dick Von Hagen, the per- 
sonable ‘president of Lloyd Cor- 
poration; Bill Chonette, the Texas 
Company engineer and fly fisher- 
man; Glenn Pitts, the Republic 
Supply Company sales manager, 
also one of PPP’s favorite jigger 
manipulators; Ross Wiley and Onos 
Lindsay, a pair of Eastman repre- 
sentatives who were probably the 
best-dressed men at the party; Pop 
Atkins, the Emsconian, and his 
husky namesake, Guy Atkins, both 
good golfers; Frank Leonis and 
Vernon Mitchell, an interesting duo 
from Security Engineering; F. J. 
“Ole” Olson, the Southwest Engi- 
neering whiz; Johnny Mason, now 
of the Orbit Valve Company; Bob 
Eiche, another past president of 
Nomads who successfully operates 
his own export company; George 
Matter, the genial HOWCO chap; 
and an imposing quartet from Baker 
Oil Tools Company, consisting of 
Ted Sutter, one of the Nomad foun- 
ders and if not the first president 
of the organization, at least one of 
the earliest; George Anderson, the 
golden-voiced Caledonian who war- 
bles mostly for various Masonic 
groups; Bill “Red” Althouse, who 
captured a prize for high gross in 
the golf tournament; and Benny 
Mater, the meandering service en- 
gineer, who is known widely and 
favorably in every country that pro- 
duces oil or in which men search 
for it. 


The Proficient Ones 


Among the prize winners, not 
already mentioned, who went 
up front to receive rotisseries, 
coffee percolators, pressure 
cookers, and other valuables 
from Bill Wilson, Babe Doyle, 
and Ox Morgan, while Harry 
Hester directed the photogra- 
pher, were Cec Weaver, John- 
ston Testers, Inc., guest win- 
ner of low net in the golf don- 
nybrook; John Augsburger, the 
Tryad Service Corporation chap, 
guest winner of low gross; 
Frank Hoover of the drilling 
company by the same name, 


who belted out the longest 
drive of any guest on the 18th 
hole; W. T. Archer, a guest 
who won a prize for being near- 
est the pin on the designated 
hole. (It is interesting that no 
Nomad came close enough in 
this event to be considered 
“near”); John Fowler of Pike 
Drilling Company, and Tom- 
my Ridgeway of Aramco, were 
high gross winners among the 
guests but out of respect to 
their immediate families their 
scores are not being mentioned 
here. By the way, earlier in the 
day we had exchanged greet- 
ings with Tommy Ridgeway 
and his dad, Ed Ridgeway, the 
well-known Standard Oiler and 
a long-time member of PPP. 


And the Door Prizes 

There were a number of prizes 
awarded to fortunate people for 
holding tickets with the right num- 
bers on them. Among these we 
recognized Ben Bayliss, the Lloyd 
Corporation engineer; Emsco’s Er- 
nie Fowks, another of the Nomad 
founders and an ex-president; Ross 
Wiley, the Eastman executive, look- 
ing pretty sharp in one of these 
suits with a sort of metallic sheen; 
Arnold Prosser, whose affiliation 
we don’t know but a most com- 
petent-looking individual, nonethe- 
less; John McEwen, the quiet-man- 
nered chap from Stansbury, Inc.; 
W. Green, also of parts unknown, 
maybe Loffland Brothers; Charlie 
Hanson, the Venturan who func- 
tions very nicely for Shell Oil Com- 
pany; W. C. Gramm, a guest from 
the Iraq Petroleum Corporation; 
and Jay Wharton, the well-known 
Nineteener and Western Gulf exec- 
utive assistant. 


A Gin Rummy Joust 

After dinner we teamed with 
Babe Agamenoni against Jay 
Wharton and Western Gulf’s 
top officer, Tom Wallace, in a 
game of gin rummy that was 
nip and tuck all the way. In 
fact, the more nips we tuck the 
sharper we became until every- 
body was so brilliant it was 
foolish to continue, which we 
didn’t. The entire day was a 
very lovely interlude during 
which we met so many old 
friends, we can’t remember the 
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half of them. For instance, 
there was B. Reinhold and his 
good-looking son we almost 
forgot to mention, and Joe Sie- 
gel and Sandy Sarver from Try- 
ad Corporation, and Ed Cleve- 
land, the Signal Oil & Gas chap 
who serves so well as reception- 
ist at PPP parties. Anyway, 
we are more than indebted to 
Bill Bettis for being such a 
gracious and generous host. It 
isn’t the first time we have been 
the beneficiary of his goodness 
and all we can say is thanks a 
million and if our oil well ever 
comes in we shall certainly ex- 
press our gratitude in a much 
more material way. 


We Meet Phil Magruder 
One gentleman, and we use the 
word advisedly, who showed up 
looking spruce and spick while we 
were still dashing about the locker 
room in a pair of ill-fitting paper 
sandals and a bath towel was Phil 
Magruder, one of the industry’s 
nicest people. It is probably 25 
years since we first started to bump 
into Phil here and there around the 
petroleum circuit. Mostly we met 
him at various CNGA functions in 
which we had become involved, first 
as a doubtful expert in gas and 
fluid measurement, and subsequent- 
ly as the organization’s publicity 
chairman. In those days Phil played 
tennis for diversion but as time pro- 
gressed and his anatomy became 
more abundant, he turned to less 
strenuous exercise, particularly golf. 
When we first met him he had 
just become general superintendent 
of GP’s gas department and the 
reason we mention him specificaily 
here is that since that day he has 
remained completely unchanged by 
his burgeoning success. 
Biographical 
He was named manager of 
manufacturing and a director 
in 1945 and in 1948 was lofted 
to the highly important post of 
executive vice-president with 
supervision over production, ex- 
ploration, land, purchasing, 
transportation, right of ways, 
and insurance. Despite his ele- 
vation, he has never lost his in- 
terest in the friends he made 
along the way. In our own aim- 
less wanderings about the der- 
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rick groves we often meet Phil 
Magruder and it doesn’t matter 
what the circumstances or 
where the encounter takes 
place, he never fails to barge 
over for a friendly handshake 
and a pleasant word. We small 
fry really appreciate that sort 
of thing! Indeed, we consider 
ourself fortunate to have been 
able to rub shoulders with Phil 
Magruder down through the 
years—even if it was quite an 
awkward stretch from the level 
on which we personally happen 
to have what we laughingly call 
our being. 


News Roundup 


By way of last-minute roundup, 
we regret to note the death of EI- 
wood Jones, West Coast manager 
of Stockham Valve & Fittings Com- 
pany. Elwood was a member, we 
believe, of that snug little band of 
fishermen known as the Sons of May 
First, and was also a popular mem- 
ber of the PPP. Another sad note 
in the news is the announcement of 
the passing of Mrs. R. P. McLaugh- 








He’s a 
MOUNTAINEER J 


(not a “hill-billy”) 


This character is always climbing the 
hills around Santa Paula, Fillmore and 
Castaic, lookin’ for rigs where they might 
need some diggin’ tools. xy Name is 
Winterburn (not to be confused with 
“summer-tan”) and that smile turns on 
automatically when folks call him 
GEORGE. * He has a lot of fun sellin’ 
Web Wilson HYDRA HOOKS and 
Tongs and Elevators, and always has 
a box of TIGER TOOTH Tong Dies in 
his car. x If you don’t see him comin’ 
round the mountain before long, just 
phone Santa Paula 613ML, and he’ll 
come gallopin’ up full of smiles and 
service. 








lin, after a lingering illness She 
was the wife of Roy McLa ghlin, 
first Oil & Gas Supervisor ff the 
State of California, and widely 
known to the old-timers of the west. 
ern petroleum industry. 71) 
families and friends of thes: our 
sincere sympathy. And conc! ding 
our hearty congratulations to ~ollin 
Eckis on his boost to a Ri field 
vice-presidency. It couldn’t have 
happened to a nicer guy! 


Fluor Opens Calgary Oifice 

Mr. P. D. Mellon, special repre. 
sentative in Calgary, Alberta, an- 
nounces that The Fluor Corpora- 
tion of Canada, Ltd., Toronto, On- 
tario, opened a Calgary office in 
the Oil Exchange Building, 309 7th 
Street West, on July 15, 1954, with 
Mr. C. G. Bragg as resident man- 
ager. Mr. Mellon, who has repre- 
sented Fluor here in the past will 
continue to act in an advisory ¢a- 
pacity. Mr. J. T. Sparling of Spar- 
ling Sales Ltd., Edmonton, will rep- 
resent Fluor of Canada in that area. 


The Fluor Corporation of Can- 
ada, Ltd., a totally owned subsidi- 
ary of The Fluor Corporation, Ltd. 
Los Angeles, California, are design- 
ers, engineers and constructors spe- 
cializing in the petroleum, natural 
gas and petrochemical fields. In ad- 
dition to engineering and construc- 
tion services, Fluor of Canada. 
through their Manufacturing Divi- 
sion, offer cooling towers, muf- 
flers, pulsation dampeners and oth- 
er related equipment required in 
natural gas and petroleum process 
ing plants. 


Mr. Bragg has been a process en- 
gineer with Fluor for the past eight 
years specializing in process eng'- 
neering on gas treating plants, sul- 
fur recovery and various chemical 
processes. Prior to joining Fluor 
in 1946, Mr. Bragg was associated 
with the Mellon Institute of Indus- 
trial Research investigating coal-tar 
products and with the Koppets 
Company at their butadiene-styrene 
plant near Pittsburgh, Pa. Mr. 
Bragg was graduated from Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California, 
with a degree in Chemical Engr 
neering and is an active member 
of the American Institute of Chem 
ical Engineers. 
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Get tests at any level 


TESTING TOOL | 


TOP PACKER 


TEST ZONE 








BOTTOM 
PACKER 


without tail pipe! 


Test more than one zone with a 
single trip in the hole! 


Eliminate cost and hazard of 
setting on cement plug! 


Evaluate zones passed up 
_ while drilling! 


Pin-point gas/oil and water/oil 
contact! 


Save rig-time and money! 


Watch for more information on 
Johnston’s NEW... FIELD PROVEN 
SELECTIVE ZONE TESTER 


Write For Brochure 


Patent Applied For 


JOHNSTON TESTERS 


first in drill stem testing 


21-541 HOUSTON, TEXAS 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. * CALGARY, CAN. 
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Lyles Heads C.N.G.A. 


Mr. A. C. Lyles, senior gas en- 
gineer, General Petroleum Corpora- 
tion, officially assumed the duties 
of president of the California Nat- 
ural Gasoline Association at the an- 
nual meeting of the board of direc- 
tors held at the Biltmore Hotel on 
July 13, 1954. The association’s new 
president became a member in 1927 
and has served in many capacities, 
including membership on the edi- 
torial committee, the technical com- 
mittee for twelve years, and was its 
chairman for two years. Also, Mr. 
Lyles served on the Board of Di- 
rectors for five years prior to be- 
coming vice-president in 1953. He 
is a Knight Templar, a member of 
Alpha Xi Sigma professional fra- 
ternity and a graduate of Colorado 
College and Cornell University. 


A. C. LYLES 


Elected to the office of vice-presi- 
dent was Mr. C. L. Case of the 
Continental Oil Company in Ven- 
tura. Members of the directorate 
elected for a two-year term 1954- 
1956 were: M. L. Arnold, Richfield 
Oil Corporation; F. W. Borden, Sun- 
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C. L. CASE 


ray Oil Corporation; R. O. Boy- 
kin, Fullerton Oil Company; A. H. 
Bradford, West Coast Refining 
Company; F. E. Bradley, Chansior- 
Western Oil & Development Com- 
pany; P. E. Beckman, Pacific Gas 
& Electric Company; John S. Bell, 
Humble Oil Company; L. V. Cas- 
saday, Lomita Gasoline Company; 
W. F. Crane, Pacific Western Oil 
Company; J. T. Doyle, Shell Oil 
Company; H. L. Eggleston, analyst ; 
P. E. Foote, Petrolane, Ltd.; John 
Hancock, Hancock Oil Company; 
Fred L. Hartley, Union Oil Co. of 
California; R. J. Hull, California 
Research Corporation; C. L. Hutch- 
ings, Tide Water Associated Oil 
Company; M. W. Kibre, General 
Petroleum Corporation; C. B. Kim- 
berlin, Seaboard Oil Company ; Wil- 
liam A. Kirk, Jr., Pacific Coast Gas- 
oline Company; H. J. Maxwell, 
Standard Oil Co. of California; 
George C. McLaren, Standard Oil 
Co. of California; N. H. Mull, The 
Texas Company; H. W. Parmelee, 
consultant; H. M. Paulsen, Bank- 
line Oil Company; W. W. Robin- 
son, Jr., The Texas Company; L. C. 


Rowson, The Texas Com any; 
D. A. Smith, Tide Water Associated 
Oil Company ; George Sowards, The 
Ohio Oil Company; H. D. Spiers, 
The Superior Oil Company; A. J. 
Sullivan, Standard Oil Co. of Cali- 
fornia; J. B. Taylor, Signal Oil & 
Gas Company, R. S. Tulin, retired; 
George L. Tyler, E. I. du Pont de 
Nemours & Company; and D. M. 
Wolfe, Standard Oil Co. of Cali- 
fornia. 

Holding over and serving as di- 
rectors until 1955 are: E. C. Cun- 
ningham, Wilmington Gasoline 
Company; J. R. Fluor, The Fluor 
Corporation, Ltd.; M. L. Fort, Pa- 
cific Lighting Gas Supply Com- 
pany; C. D. Gard, Union Oil Co. 
of California; R. W. Heath, Signal 
Oil & Gas Company; A. K. Hege- 
man, Clark Bros., Inc.; J. C. Her- 
ron, Shell Oil Company; Basil 
Kantzer, Union Oil Co. of Cali- 
fornia; William A. Kirk, California 
Southern Oil Company; Warren H. 
Kraft, Honolulu Oil Corporation; 
Grove Lawrence, Southern Califor- 
nia Gas Company; L. V. Leonard, 
Shell Oil Company; S. F. Magor, 
The Superior Oil Company; P. S. 
Magruder, General Petroleum Cor- 
poration; F. M. Perry, Cities Serv- 
ice Oil Company; C. M. Sandland, 
C. F. Braun & Co.; J. A. Smith, 
The Texas Company; R. W. Todd, 
Pacific Lighting Gas Supply Com- 
pany; E. W. Walker, Western Guli 
Oil Company; and L. M. Windle, 
Richfield Oil Corporation. 

The following were elected 4s 
chairmen of the three branch chap- 
ters of the association: A. A. Quarn- 
strom, Richfield Oil Corporation, 
Taft; L. A. Seward, Pacific Light- 
ing Gas Supply Company, coastal; 
and F. E. Huff, Standard Oil Co. 
of California, San Francisco Bay 
area. 

E. R. Millett, Jr. was again ap- 
pointed as secretary-treasurer fot 
the 1954-1955 fiscal year. 
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Ed Womble, recently appointed sales man- 
ager for Anderson-O’Brien Company, dis- 
tributors of General Motors Diesel Engines, 
comes to California with a background 
of many years experience in all phases 
of industrial use of Diesel power. In 1939 
Ed organized the Lewis-Diesel Engine 
Company which was one of the first Gen- 
eral Motors distributors. He was con- 
nected with this company until 1951 as 
vice-president and general manager. Since 
that time he has been with Stewart- 
Stevenson, General Motors distributors of 
Houston and Dallas, as application engi- 
neer and, in this capacity, gathered ex- 
perience in the oil patches of Mississippi, 
Louisiana and East Texas. 


Charlie Hale, popular president 
of Great Lakes Oil & Chemical 
Company, has returned to his desk 
in the Los Angeles Subway Termi- 
nal Building from an extended trip 
in the East and Middle West. 


The enterprising Association of 
Petroleum Wives of Bakersfield has 
embarked upon a number of infor- 
mal morning coffee hours to wel- 
come new arrivals in the great Kern 
County oil city and also to discuss 
the fall and winter season program. 
Mrs, A. J. MacMillan, president, has 
named four ladies to aid in bringing 
together women whose husbands are 
in the production branch of the 
petroleum industry. The ladies ap- 
pointed are: Mrs. Charles Edwards, 
Mrs. Robert D. Forester, Mrs. Aart 
de Jong, and Mrs. Robert Laird. 
The association was formed 19 
ye.rs ago and now has 125 members 
on its roster. 
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R. S. Durkee Elected 
To Head PESA 


Rodney S. Durkee was elected 
president of the Petroleum Equip- 
ment Suppliers Association at the 
organization’s 19th annual meeting, 
held at Manoir Richelieu, Murray 
Bay, Quebec, Canada, June 28-July 
1. Mr. Durkee is president of Lane- 
Wells Company, with headquarters 
in Los Angeles. 

Other newly-elected officers are: 
vice-president, M. E. Montrose, 
Hughes Tool Company, Houston; 
treasurer, Wharton Weems, Vinson, 
Elkins, Weems & Searle, Houston; 
assistant treasurer, Leroy Jeffers, 
Vinson, Elkins, Weems & Searle, 
Houston; executive secretary, H. R. 
Safford, Jr., Houston. 


The following were elected to the 
executive committee: Eastern Dis- 
trict, Lloyd N. Lanphere, Ajax Iron 
Works, Corry, Pa.; Mid-Continent 
and Rocky Mountain District, 
Rainey Elliott, Jones & Laughlin 
Steel Corporation, Supply Division, 
Tulsa; Southwestern District, 
George O’Leary, Houston Oil Field 
Material Co., Inc., Houston; Pacific 
District, Ott Hammer, Dresser Op- 
erations, Inc., Security Engineering 
Division, Whittier, California. 

The executive committee togeth- 
er with the president and vice-presi- 
dent comprise the operating com- 
mittee. The executive committee is 
composed of chairmen of the boards 
of directors from the districts, each 
of whom is elected by board mem- 
bers within his own district. 

The guest speakers at the con- 
vention were: John F. Skillman, 
deputy director, ACME Division, 
Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce; Dr. John Davis, asso- 
ciate director, Economic Branch, 
Department of Trade and Com- 
merce of the Canadian Government. 


California’s petroleum industry 
was never more shocked than at 
the recent passing of two of its best- 
loved members—Lloyd Williamson 
and Lawrence Vander Leck. No 
more gracious, open-hearted and 
high-minded men ever trod the way 
of life is the feeling held by those 
who ever had the honor of knowing 
Lloyd and Lawrence. 


Aden W. Hughes is in charge of 
the new branch paleontology lab- 
oratory of Paul P. Goudkoff and 
Hughes in the Ferguson & Bos- 
worth Building, 307 Fourth Street 
in Bakersfield. The branch office 
was designed to enhance service in 
the Bakersfield area. 


Homer Steiny, Los Angeles con- 
sulting geologist and petroleum en- 
gineer, is truly a grandson of the 
historical California gold rush. His 
grandparents all came to California 
soon after the discovery of gold. 
His paternal grandfather was a 
sailor who sailed around the Horn 
and settled in Stockton and short- 
ly thereafter was elected city clerk 
of the new community. His ma- 
ternal grandfather was a machinist. 
He travelled across the Isthmus of 
Panama and founded the Stockton 
Iron Works, also known as the Far- 
rington-Hyatt Company. Homer 
was born in Stockton and worked 
his way through Stanford driving an 
auto for the Wagner Leather Com- 
pany in Humboldt County. He 
graduated with an A.B. degree. 
Before engaging in private consult- 
ing, Homer was continuously with 
the geological department of Tide 
Water Associated Oil Company and 
its predecessor, the Associated Oil 
Company, for more than 35 years— 
1918 to 1953, inclusive. Steiny is 
a member of leading oil associa- 
tions and a member of clubs both 
in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


John W. Meyer of Los Angeles, 
independent oil operator, has been 
elected vice-president of the Swan- 
Finch Oil Corporation of New York, 
a 101-year-old petrochemical firm. 
Robert F. Six, president of Conti- 
nental Airlines and a director of 
the Denver National Bank at the 
same time was named chairman of 
the Swan-Finch organization. Six 
and Meyer are members of a group 
of three business men who several 
months ago acquired control of 
Swan-Finch. The third member and 
organizer of the new ownership com- 
bination is Lowell M. Birrell, treas- 
urer of the corporation. H. F. Mon- 
crief, whose entire holdings in Swan- 
Finch were purchased by the group, 
continues as president of the com- 
pany. 
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AIME JUNIOR GROUP 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
JULY, 1954 

3y DAVID K. HAYWARD 


The AIME Junior Group pre- 
sented “Drainhole Drilling Equip- 
ment and Its Application to Re- 
medial Work” in continuation of the 
AIME’S popular series on meth- 
ods of obtaining production stimu- 
lation. Principal speakers were Mr. 
Carl O. Spath of the William Sie- 
vers Co., representing Oilwell Drain- 
hole Drilling Company, and Mr. C. 
William Zublin of the Universal 
Engineering Company. The _ per- 
spective of the operating oil com- 
panies was presented by Mr. John 
Wentz, Consultant, representing Pa- 
cific Western Oil Company, and Mr. 
Guy Abrahamson, engineer with the 
Standard Oil Company. 

Carl Spath and Bill Zublin be- 
gan by showing diagrams and col- 
ored slides of the drain hole drill- 
ing and producing equipment. The 
ODDCO tools are designed to drill 
off a whipstock, while the Zublin 
method makes use of a curved drill 
pipe which remains straight while 
running through casing, but as- 
sumes a 27-foot radius bend when 
unrestrained in open hole. The most 
economical and satisfactory redrill 
programs have been as follows: (1) 
pull the old conventional liner, drill 
a number of drain holes, set drain 
hole liners, reset a conventional 
liner, and restore the well to pro- 
duction, or (2) mill holes through 
perforated casing, drill drain holes 
through each window, set drain hole 
liners, and restore the well to pro- 
duction. 

Preferred mud types are those 
which leave the least wall cake, 
since there is no method of re- 
moving the cake during the drill- 
ing operation. Crude oil apparently 
is the best from that standpoint. In 
regard to fishing and other hazards 
of operation, the two companies 
claim nearly perfect records while 
using the developed equipment now 
in general operation. Coring can 
be done in drain holes, although 
there has not been much demand 
for it so far. Holes can be sur- 
veyed satisfactorily, and surveys 
have been run in many cases. 

The best applications for drain 
holes appear to be (1) as a rela- 
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Left to right: Bill Zublin, speaker: Guy 
Abrahamson, speaker; Carl Spath, speak- 
er; Dave Hayward, secretary, AIME. 


tively inexpensive method of re- 
drilling a well whose adjacent sand 
has become plugged with silt, or 
(2) as a means of exposing more 
of the reservoir to the well bore 
than could be obtained by conven- 
tional drilling. Examples of the lat- 
ter case would be thinly bedded or 
highly faulted reservoirs. A com- 
parison of production curves be- 
tween wells drilled with and with- 
out drainholes indicates that, al- 
though initial producing rates are 
not substantially increased by 
drainholes, decline rates do appear 
to be lower on drain hole wells. 
Therefore, increased cumulative 
production can be anticipated from 
drain hole wells. 

In the future, drain hole drilling 
will probably include the use of 
tools which can operate in smaller 
size holes. Also, it is expected that 
in the near future attempts will be 
made with hydraulic fracturing 
through drain holes. 

Guy Abrahamson of the Standard 
Oil Company reported on the re- 
sults of five wells drilled with drain 
holes. All were in the same field; 
four were redrills of wells which 
had declined to their economic limit 
and the other was a new well. Re- 
drill programs included a number 
of different methods of operation, 
such as (1) pulling old liners, (2) 
milling through old casings, (3) 
opening drain holes to 12 inches in 
diameter, (4) filling drain holes 
with gravel, (5) flow packing the 
conventional liners, and (6) com- 
pleting without drain hole liners. 
The four wells had made an average 
of 77 B/D when initially drilled, 
had declined to 3 B/D average be- 


fore redrilling, made an average | { 
36 B/D after redrilling, and are: ; 
at a 25 B/D average. Due to 
large number of variables invol\ 4, 
it is difficult to say which are je 
determining factors, but it cai ie 
said that the redrilling operat ss 
have paid off from an econc jic 
standpoint. Drain hole operat ons 
are becoming more proficient as ex- 
perience is gained, and rig time is 
being substantially reduced. 

Drain hole drilling and produc- 
ing equipment was put on ky 
for the benefit of member. © ad 
guests attending the meeting. 


Depletion Allowance 
Certain Another Year 


Further efforts will be made by 
depletion’s opponents to reduce the 
tax allowance to a lower figure, al- 
though no change in the tax is as- 
sured for another year. Russell 
Brown, Independent Petroleum As- 
sociation of America general coun- 
sel at Washington, expressed that 
view after the new tax bill carried 
through the Senate with the 27% 
per cent depletion rate unchanged 
and intact. The House previously 
had voted to retain the present tax 
allowance. Commenting on action 
of Congress, Brown in a report tc 
the IPAA said: “It is evident that 
the depletion provisions, as_ they 
now stand, have picked up some 
opposition since the last roll cal 
vote in the Senate in 1951. At leas 
three senators who voted for the 
2714 per cent provision in 1951 
indicated their opposition to it dur 
ing debate this year.” 


Santos Creek 
Wildcat Drilling 


Near Santos Creek on the San 
Joaquin Valley West Side, Wilrich 
Development Company is aroun 
1000 feet with its CCMO-Wilrich 
No. 2 wildcat on Section 30-28s-20e. 
The well is the drilling sequel t 
CCMO-Wilrich No. 1 on the same 
section, recently abandoned at 131/ 
feet. Sought is evidently produc 
tion in the Point of Rocks oi] san 
zone. Dusters in the general are: 
were the results of respective wild 
cat ventures taken down durinj 
recent months by Superior Oj} 
Company and Intex Oil Company 
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CGardner-Denver Announces 


Personnel Changes 


‘harles M. George, for 25 years 
4 member of the Gardner-Denver 
Company, has been appointed as- 
sistant to its president, G. V. Leece, 
according to a company announce- 
ment. Mr. George joined the Gard- 
ner-Denver Company in 1929. In 


q 


"1943. he was made assistant sales 


manager of industrial sales and in 
1948 was promoted to sales man- 
ager of that division. In 1950, Mr. 
George became sales administrator, 
a position which he occupied until 
his recent new appointment. 


J. W. Gardner Advanced 


J. W. (Jack) Gardner, who recent- 
ly was elected to serve as a mem- 
ber of the board of directors, has 
been appointed administrative as- 
sistant. Mr. Gardner has been with 
the Gardner-Denver Company since 
1947 when he joined the sales force 
»perating from the Los Angeles of- 
ice. He was transferred to the ex- 
ecutive office in Quincy during 1952, 
where he served in various capaci- 
ties in the engineering department 
before assuming his present posi- 
tion. 


'B. P. Spann New Vice-President 


B. P. (Doc) Spann, who has been 
with the Gardner-Denver Company 
for 20 years, was elected vice-presi- 
dent at a recent meeting of the board 
of directors. Mr. Spann, a gradu- 
ate of the University of Illinois, 
has been the company’s director of 
personnel the past eight years and 
previously was in charge of adver- 
tising. 


Gutekunst New Sales Manager 


George W. Gutekunst, formerly 
district manager for the Gardner- 
Denver Company in Los Angeles, 
has been transferred to the execu- 
tive offices in Quincy, Illinois, to 
assume his new position as gen- 
eral sales manager. This position 
was formerly held by G. V. Leece, 
recently elected president of Gard- 
ner-Denver. Mr. Gutekunst joined 
the sales force of the Gardner-Den- 
ver Company in 1937 and in 1947 
vas transferred to Los Angeles, 
vhere he is well known to oil and 
‘onstruction men. 
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Officials of the McCullough Tool Company’s Los Angeles headquarters arriving in 


Houston from Los Angeles via McCullough Tool’s Lodestar plane. 


Standing left to 


right: J. J. McCullough, purchasing agent; A. D. Beman, secretary-treasurer; W. S. 
Reynolds, shop superintendent; D. J. Hall, regional sales manager; N. E. Erwin, service 
manager; H. E. Schaller, logging sales manager; H. E. Hester, export manager. Kneeling: 
Edward Zareh, chief engineer: R. P. Casterline, advertising counselor. 


McCullough Officials 
Hold Sales Meeting 


Officials of the McCullough Tool 
Company’s Los Angeles headquar- 
ters met in Houston recently for 
a conference with Eastern Division 
department heads and executives. 
Many ideas were presented and ex- 
changed which will lead to im- 
proved tools and methods. 


Highlight of the trip was an edu- 
cational day spent at Houma, La., 
where the group studied operations 
from the new McCullough barge 
on the Texaco lease at Lake Pelto. 
The visit was especially interest- 
ing since McCullough crews were 
in the process of logging and per- 
forating the offshore Texaco well 
on Texaco’s drilling barge “Chan- 
dler.” 





Nevada Eons Ago 
Redwoods Empire 

With Nevada getting an ever-in- 
creasing scrutiny from all branches 
of the oil industry a few sidelights 
about the state from a noted geolo- 
gist are interesting and timely. Dr. 
Daniel Axelrod, University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles geologist, has 
expressed belief that 14,000,000 
years ago Nevada’s desert areas as 
appearing today were covered with 
Sierra redwoods and had many ac- 
tive volcanoes. He said this was 
before the great Sierra range had 
shoved its granite peaks toward the 
sky. This geological story is told 
by plant leaves pressed between rock 
masses. Nevada, millions of years 


ago had vegetation like that now 
found on the southwest fringes of 
the Sierra Nevada, where redwood 
and pine mingle with oak and chap- 
arral. Annual rainfall was 25 to 
30 inches and drainage westward to 
the ocean. The eventual formation 
of the Sierras blocked moist, west- 
erly winds that carried rain to the 
Nevada region. This and other fac- 
tors combined to cause forests to 
die and the region become a desert. 
On the subject of oil development 
in Nevada, Shell Oil Company has 
progressed with the drill to 4000 
feet with its Eagle Springs Unit No. 
3 in Nye County. Eagle Springs 
No. 1 discovery well, meantime, is 
putting out 350 barrels of oil a day. 
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In a message to fellow contrac- 
tors, K. L. Kellogg, AAODC presi- 
dent, cited an object lesson that 
came his way from nature’s great 
outdoors. Kellogg, who also is presi- 
dent of K. L. Kellogg & Sons of 
Compton, made known that the set- 
ting for the parable was at Big Bear 
Lake, high in the San Bernardino 
Mountains, where he lately enjoyed 
a short vacation and acquired a 
rich and healthy tan. “While sit- 
ting in the sun,” he related, “and 
listening to the melodious sigh of 
balmy breezes through venerable 
pine trees, I observed several rob- 
ins scampering here and there in a 
busy hunt for food. If one was for- 
tunate enough to snare an extra 
large morsel, the other birds did 
not try to take it away from him, 
neither was there any squabbling 
among them. I am going to let you 
draw your own moral from this lit- 
tle story. as I drew mine.” 


Several wells planned for a 325- 
acre lease on Section 10-28s-28e in 
the Kern Front field by Kern Front 
Gas & Oil Company will be taken 
down by Ben Owens Drilling Com- 


Kern Front Gas & Oil main- 
Mass. 


pany. 
tains head offices in Boston, 


Orville Chase and Carl Grother 
are principals in the recently or- 
ganized Falcon Drilling Company 
of Pasadena. Headquarters are at 
2621 Pasadena Street in the Crown 
City. 


San Joaquin Valley drilling con- 
tractors during recent days have 
been busy formulating bids on about 
30 wells planned for the new An- 
telope shale unit in the Buena Vista 
Hills field. Honolulu Oil Corpora- 
tion is unit operator. Other partici- 
pants are Standard of California and 
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Murvale Oil Company. The unit 
agreement spreads over 2290 acres. 
The Antelope shale discovery well 
was completed by Standard a couple 
of years ago and to date 35 wells 
have been finaled in the pool. 


The American Association of Oil- 
well Drilling Contractors has an- 
nounced a tentative list of speakers 
at the forthcoming convention of the 
AAODC in Los Angeles, October 
10-13. Jules E. Toussaint, Standard 
Oil Company of California, vice 
president and general manager of 
production, will speak on “The Op- 
erator and the Contractor.” Elmer 
Decker, Martin-Decker Corporation, 
will discuss “Instruments and Their 
Use in Modern Drilling Practice.” 
Sam Bowlby, Shell Oil Company, 
vice president, will touch upon 
“Public Relations.” James Harring- 
ton, General Petroleum Corporation 
safety superintendent, will deliver 
an address on “Safety and the Con- 
tractor.” Entertainment for the 
ladies will center on a fashion show 


ntractors 


in the Beverly Hills Hotel, and 
visits to motion picture studi J 
radio and television shows d 
Clarke, Oil Well Supply Com; 
Jack Freeman, Bethlehem Sv spl 
Company and Sid Hayes of Jones 
& Laughlin will be in charge of a 
supplier’s party at the Hollywood 
Palladium. 


Just for sake of comparison let's 
turn pages back 25 years ago and 
see what oil men called a deep well 
in those days. Believe it or not, the 
deepest well in the world at that 
time was Olinda and was down 
8046 feet. The deepest producing 
well was at Rosecrans and down 
7591 feet. 


On a lease of 531 acres near Coro- 
na in Riverside County, the Al God- 
frey Drilling Company in its own 
right has started its Botiller No. 1 
wildcat well on Section 29-3s-/w. 
The project is not likely to test 
drill much deeper than 2000 feet. 


L. B. O. D.’s W-15 on Terminal Island with Crawford & Hiles putting down the hole. 


Left to right: 
R. Shanklin, racker; Lee Doran, driller. 


W. R. Downs, lead tong; R. C. Choate, derrick: C. 


H. Witt, cathead: 
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New Rig Announced 
by Franks 


The Pioneer 52 is one of seven 
completely new drilling rigs that 
have been announced by Franks 
Manufacturing Corporation of Tulsa 
for drilling up to 7500 feet. 

Called the “Lucky Seven Series,” 
the rigs are entirely new in every 
respect although they incorporate 
Franks’ years of experience in the 
manufacture and designing of drill- 
ing rigs. 

The new rig series is the result 
of six years’ planning to provide 
the ultimate in portability and fast 
rig up and down and moving com- 
mensurate with providing fast hole 
making and ease of operation for 
the crew. The new rigs are also 
equipped with special considerations 
to assure safety to the crew—all 
moving parts are shielded or en- 
closed wherever practicable. 

The Pioneer 52 is a single or 
double-drum trailer-mounted rotary 
drilling rig. It not only offers mo- 
bility, efficiency, and safety, but it 
is very economical. The rig may 
be equipped with one of Franks’ 
telescoping derricks which tele- 
scopes and folds over the rig for 
location-to-location moving. Or, it 
may be used under a conventional 
derrick. The Pioneer 52 is designed 
for drilling up to 7500 feet. 


New Rodless Pump Bulletin 


A new bulletin describing a Rod- 
less Oil Well Pump has been issued 
by Sargent Engineering Corp., 2533 
East 56th St., Huntington Park, 


California. The bulletin describes 
the Sargent Rodless Pump as a 
long stroke hydraulic unit which 
has been taken from the top and 
piaced at the bottom of the hole 
t» operate the time-proved deep well 
pump. It is the answer to an in- 
stent industry demand for a wide- 
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ly applicable bottom hole pumping 
unit that is effective in perform- 
ing its function through a wide 
range of conditions, rugged in its 
ability to resist ordinary destruc- 
tive influences, inexpensive to op- 
erate and maintain, so simple in de- 
sign that it can be serviced in the 
field, yet capable of installation 
with a minimum of surface display. 

Diagrams of the pump applica- 
tion and figures of pump efficiency 
are included. Full color illustrations 
show pump operation and charts 
give pressure volume data. Copies 
are available without charge from 
any of the 22 Sargent Field Stores 
or from the Huntington Park Plant. 


Lane-Wells Enlarges 
Quarters 


General expansion of the home 
office and plant facilities of Lane- 
Wells Company in Los Angeles, 
and the enlargement and more ef- 
ficient use of buildings to provide 
greater service for customers were 
announced by Rodney S. Durkee, 
president. 

The engineering and patent de- 
partments have been enlarged, new 
test pits and other facilities in- 
stalled. The sales department has 
been moved to new and enlarged 
quarters in its own building, the 
shipping department and steel stor- 
age departments have been reor- 
ganized and other changes made. 

This is in line with growth of 
the company’s business development 
program which included doubling in 
size of the company’s site through 
the acquisition two years ago of a 
five-acre tract adjoining the origi- 
nal location at the rear. The origi- 
nal site on Soto Street in the heart 
of the Los Angeles industrial area 
was acquired in 1936 and floor space 
in buildings erected during the first 
year has been increased over ten 
times through new buildings and 
additions. 


New Bulletin by McCullough 

A new four-page, illustrated tech- 
nical bulletin, No. 402 on a 
“One-Trip” Back-off Service has 
just been released by the McCul- 


new 


lough Tool Company. 

This technical folder gives a full 
description of the performance of 
a new combination of the McCul- 
lough Magna-Tector (Free Point 
Finder) and String Shot Back-off 
which accomplishes the back-off op- 
Full 
particulars are given on how this 


eration in one run in the well. 


new combination of thoroughly 
proved tools (1) locates the lowest 
free point in a stuck string of pipe 
by detecting stretch and torque; (2) 
exactly locates the first free joint 
above the stuck point by the use of 
a newly incorporated Magnetic Col- 
lar Locator; and (3) loosens the 
joint so that all free pipe can be 
removed from the well at one time. 

In addition, a full explanation is 
given on the advantages of being 
able to perform all back-off opera- 
tions in one electric wire line run 
in the well—in only about 50% of 
the rig time formerly necessary. 

Copies of Bulletin No. 402 are 
available on request, by writing to 
McCullough Tool Company, 5820 
South Alameda Street, Los Angeles 
58, California. 


Anderson-O’Brien Company de- 
livered to Pacific Western Oil Cor- 
poration, Los Angeles, two (2) Gen- 
eral Motors 60 KW Diesel-Electric 
Generator Sets for Petroleum Serv- 
ice in the neutral zone of Saudi 
Arabia. 

These will be field serviced on the 
site by Yusuf Ahmed Alghenim, 
the General Motors Distributor in 
nearby Kuwait. 
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BRINGS IN JUNK! 


By reversing normal circulation to 
literally pull objects into the basket, the 
BOWEN JUNK BASKET assures complete 
single-run recovery of all bottom hole junk. 

Circulating fluid is diverted through 
side passages in the barrel and against the full 
circumference of the hole. Here the fluid is 
deflected, moving all objects toward center. 
Fluid flows in a continuous stream to the cen- 
ter of the tool and up through the barrel to 
return ports pulling all objects through the 
catcher. This reverse circulation action assures 
more complete recovery of junk in the hole 
and eliminates misruns. Ful] pump pressure 
can be utilized because there’s no danger of 
pressure bearing against and causing loss of 
the fish. 


Comes in sizes from 334" to 1714" and is engineered 
to recover all types of bit cones used to drill hole 
sizes within its range. 














Reverse circulation at the 
bottom of the hole only. 





pany, Los Angeles, has been award- 


Southwestern Engineering 
Awarded Contract 


Southwestern Engineering Com- dock. 


cilities, drum and can filling plant, 
utilities, 


The installation will be designed 


ed a $4,000,000 contract for the erec- 
tion of a complete petroleum refin- 
ery for Companhia de Petroleo da 
Amazonia at Manaus, Brazil, it was 
announced recently. 

The new refinery will have a 
charge capacity of 5000 barrels-per- 
day of crude oil, and will be com- 
plete with topping facilities, a Uni- 
versal Oil Products fluid catalytic 
cracker, treating and blending fa- 
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for maximum flexibility in its out- 
put of finished products from proc- 
essing medium gravity crude oils. 
Products will include gasoline, kero- 
sene, diesel, light and heavy burner 
oils. 

Southwestern Engineering will 
not only be responsible for engi- 
neering, purchasing and expediting, 
and supervision of construction, but 
will fabricate in its own shops the 


bulk of the processing equipn 
including heat exchangers, colu 
and towers, and other pressure 
sels. 

Located in northern Brazil, s 
900 miles up-river from the m« :th 
of the Amazon, the new refi: +ry 
will be the sole producer of ref. ed 
petroleum products in the en ire 
Brazilian Amazon Valley. It is in- 
ticipated that a portion of the re- 
finery’s output will be consumed in 
the middle and upper valley, «ith 
the remainder being barged down- 
river for consumption in Para or 
trans-shipment to the states of Ma- 
ranhao and Ceara. 

Other Southwestern Engineering 
in-progress assignments for the pe- 
troleum industry include a “pack- 
aged” cat cracking unit, nearing 
completion for Bay Refining Cor- 
poration of Bay City, Michigan; 
and a platformer and naphtha frac- 
tionating unit under construction 
for Naph-Sol Refining Company, 
Muskegon, Michigan. 

Completion of the Brazilian con- 
tract is scheduled for late 1955. 


Halliburton Employee 
Fund Is Largest 
Company Stockholder 


Over 300 people attended dinner 
meetings in California last month 
where Profit Sharing Fund books 
were distributed to Halliburton Oil 
Well Cementing Company employ- 
ees. The books represent the amount 
of money each employee shares in 
the Halliburton Retirement Plan. 
All employees may participate in 
the Plan after one year of service. 
The entire amount of money is con- 
tributed by the company. 

The Fund is the largest single 
stockholder in the Halliburton com- 
pany, and its present value is great- 
er than that of the entire company 
ten years ago when the Plan was 
started. 

In California, Halliburton has 
men and equipment located at Nor- 
walk, Ventura, Bakersfield, Avenal, 
and Rio Vista. 

Six men attending the dinner are 
now retired and enjoying the profit 
sharing fund. 





TO BE SOLD 
One oil well, tubing, rods and pumping unit 
No storage facilities. 14 grav. oil. Needs work 
Located Hermosa Beach, Los Angeles County 
Contact E. E. Marble (evenings after 6 P.M.) 
Phone FRontier 9-1545. 7/3\b 
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Note that less line is needed at pick-up position on The line is crossing over in this photo as the line The line has reached the fourth layer and is still 
leBus Grooved Drum. Plain drums usually require reaches the middle of second layer. Notice even spooling smoothly and evenly onto the LeBus 
a layer and a half of line up to the pick-up point. spooling. Grooved drum. 


LEBUS GROOVING & COUNTERBALANCE CONTROL PYRAMID SPOOLING SYSTEM 


Just as Scientists have attained “perfect balance” and “smooth running” 

of a gyroscope so has LeBus Engineered their Grooving and Spooling 

System for “perfect balance” and “smoother operation.” With the LeBus 

— es GROOVING AND COUNTERBALANCE CONTROL PYRAMID 
x SPOOLING SYSTEM, the wire-line crosses over at two points on 
Engineer for directly opposite sides of the drum and causes the line to become 
details or write “Counterbalanced”. Previously there was only one cross-over point on 
the drum at which the line would build up diameter, causing the drum 

to have a slightly “Out of Balance” condition which could set up 

“Vibration” at high speeds or when going into the hole. LeBus has 

practically eliminated all vibration with their new system and through 

this system they still control and hold the pyramid action of the line as 

it builds up on the drum. Evidence of “Perfect SPOOLING” is pictured 


(above). 


eBus International Engineers, Ltd. 


Executive Offices: 305 Wichita National Bank Building, WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS 
ITD. Sales, Service Control and Warehouse Stock: LONGVIEW, TEXAS 


‘COND ISSUE, JULY, 1954 





Feld Desclopment 


Oxnard Development 
Program Moving Ahead. 


The most recent well to be set 
in motion in the Oxnard area is 
Standard Oil’s Thatcher No. 1 on 
Section 31-2n-2lw and not far from 
the intersection of Rice and Sturgis 
roads. It is a north offset to Lloyd 
Corporation’s W. R. Livingston No. 
1, which was completed as a new 
discovery last March for an initial 
output of 635 barrels of 32.1 grav- 
ity oil from the interval of 9988- 
10,022 feet. It is also an offset. to 
Lloyd’s new Borchard No. 1 10,350- 
foot producer. Standard’s recom- 
pleted McInnes No. 2 on Section 
31-2n-21w is currently putting out 
680 barrels of oil and 815,000 cubic 
feet of gas a day from 9401 feet. 
The company’s Sespe Ranch No. 2 
wildcat on Section 34-4n-20w at Fill- 
more is digging at 9600 feet. 


Orange County 
Well Progressing 


The Clark C. Peterson interests, 
Russ Watkins and Freeman Fair- 
field are sponsors of No. 1 well 
drilling in Section 13-6s-1lw on the 
sewer farm east of Huntington 
Beach and near West Newport 
beach. The lease embraces no less 
than 140 acres, taken from Pacific 
Supply and George Atha, respec- 
tively. Prime objective is the “A” 
zone between 4200 and 4500 feet. 
Southern California Petroleum Cor- 
poration’s test on Section 11-6s-1l1w 
in the Huntington Beach area has 
been abandoned at 4600 feet. It was 
known as Superior-Gerhart No. 1. 


Sunset Beach 
Followup Drills 

Bert Aston, who recently turned 
loose a new oil discovery well at 
Sunset Beach, is currently taking 
down Lomita No. 3 there on Sec- 
tion 19-5s-llw. Drilling at last re- 
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ports was under 3200 feet. The well 
that did the finding was originally 
begun by the Red Star Oil Com- 
pany, headed by Sam and Ben 
Moosechekian, who came to the 
United States 35 years ago from 
their native Armenia. They still 
hold an interest in the Sunset Beach 
play, which in the light of events 
has graduated into a highly import- 
ant classification. 
El Rio Wildcat 
Drilling Steadily 

At El Rio northeast of Oxnard, 
Victory Oil Company’s Donlon No. 
1 wildcat well on Section 24-2s-22w 
continues to drill ahead at 3500 feet. 
The project is several miles from 


Standard’s McInnes producers at 
Oxnard and one mile southwest of 
The Texas Company’s Montgomery 
No. 1, abandoned at 7388 feet in 
1941. 


Susana Test Well 
Temporarily Idle 

Drilling has been stopped for a 
time at 764 feet on Pamoan Oil 
Company’s Flanagan No. 2 wildcat 
on Section 5-2n-17w in the Santa 
Susana area. 


Las Posas Test 
Ready To Spud-In 

Just about to spud is Humble Oil 
& Refining Company’s Berylwood 
Investment Company No. D-1 wild- 
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JEL-OIL OIL MUDS PROVIDE 


A completion mud which permits no water to enter the pro- 


Exceptionally low filter loss under all drilling conditions. 


Proper easily controlled gel strength and good suspension. 
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ca. in the Las Posas area of Ven- 
tura County. Location is 660 feet 
south and 990 feet east from Conti- 
nental Oil Company’s Berylwood 
Investment Company No. 1. This 
earlier test quit as a duster at 9026 
feet last May. The new job is point- 
ed toward 8000 feet or more for an 
all-embracing test. 


Glenn County 
Gas Test Digs 

The Richard S. Rheem, Opera- 
tor, Packer Island No. 1 on Sec- 
tion 6-18n-lw and two miles south- 
west of Butte City in Glenn County 
is drilling at 2400 feet. Location is 
on a part of the Larkins Childrens 
Rancho land, three miles south of 
the Beehive Bend gas field and four 
miles northeast of the Princeton 
field. 


Petrolia Tests 
Moving On Down 

With Pike Drilling Company do- 
ing the chores, Brookline Oil’s Cae- 
sar No. 1 exploratory well on Sec- 
tion 15-1s-2w at Petrolia in Humble 
County is nearly 1000 feet down 
and drilling deeper. West Coast 
Oil’s No. 1 wildcat on Section 21 
is drilling at 2375 feet. 


Capitan Wildcat 
Drilling Under Way 

In Santa Barbara County’s Capi- 
tan area, California Southern Oil 
Company’s Capitan No. 1 project on 
Section 33-5n-30w is drilling in the 
relatively shallow formation, with 
McAteer Drilling Company in 
charge of the work. Chieftan Oil 
Company’s Chieftan-Larsen No. 1 
explorer on Section 19-6n-34w in 
the Lompoc area has been aban- 
doned at 3420 feet, after a run of 
the Schlumberger for a final check. 


Saticoy Test 
Closely Watched 


A focal point of interest is Su- 
perior Oil Company’s Superior- 
Lloyd-Ferro No. 1 wildcat well 
starting on Section 11-2n-22w in 
the Saticoy area of Ventura Coun- 
ty. The drill site is 2310 feet south 
and 4290 feet east from the north- 
West corner of the section. In Sec- 
tion 12-2n-22w, General Petroleum 
Corporation took down Lloyd-But- 
cr No. 1 to 9068 feet and abandoned 
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it as a duster in August of 1953. 
In Section 15-2n-22w, Standard Oil 
Company drilled Saticoy No. 5 to 
an unproductive 8530 feet and aban- 
doned the well in May, 1930. 


Canoga Park 
Test Fishing 

Fishing operations are the present 
status of George Allen’s Teddy No. 
1 wildcat venture on Section 5-1n- 
17w in the Canoga Park area, Ven- 
tura County. Depth of the well is 
470 feet. 
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Heavy duty power 
for the oil fields 


DUAL-FUEL ENGINE 
GIVES YOU 
Quick Starting 
Simpler Operation 
Instant Fuel Change 


Full Power on Either Fuel 
without Additional Parts 


Greater Economy 


Longer Life 





ALL TYPES OIL FIELD 
ENGINES REBUILT 
AND REPAIRED 





Industrial Engine Service 


5315 Valley Blvd. 
Los Angeles 


Phone CApitol 6176 


Glenn Rose Engine Service 


502 South Real Road 
Bakersfield 


Phone FAirview 3-6201 











Dunnigan Hills 
Wildcat Drilling 

One mile south or approximately 
from the Dunnigan Hills field, 
C. K. M. Oil Company’s Mast No. 1 
wildcat well is drilling steadily 
ahead below 1500 feet. The ven- 
ture, on Section 35-11n-lw in Yolo 
County, is designed to test a num- 
ber of possible gas zones which at 
this location are expected to be 
found before arriving at the 3800- 
foot level. C. K. M. holds 475 acres 
in its lease block. Western Gulf 
Oil Company, Universal Consoli- 
dated Oil Company and Standard 
of California all have properties 
near the well site. C. K. M. is 
a partnership of H. C.-Morton, H. S. 
Kohlbush and A. N. Campbell. Fol- 
lowing tests which confirmed that 
commercial gas production was 
opened up with its Wallace No. 1, 
three-fourths of a mile north of the 
Winters gas field, Universal Con- 
solidated shut in the well on Sec- 
tion 12-8n-lw. Efforts to produce 
such gas wells in the ordinary way 
tend pressures to freeze up flow 
bean and other equipment and block 
off yield. Heater and other special 
surface equipment is being installed 
to ready the well for going back on 
production. In the Rumsey Hills, 
Shell Oil Company’s Kingsbury 
No. 4X-11 on Section 11-11n-3w 
keeps on drilling at 1800 feet. 


New Valley Plays 
Under Way Shortly 


All signs point to commencement 
in the near future of interesting 
drilling plays on the Poplar area, 
southwest of Shafter, and the Con- 
suelo area, west of Old River. The 
Texas Company appears to have as- 
sembled imposing acreage in the 
Poplar area and Richard S. Rheem, 
as operator, has much ground in 
the Consuelo area. The ground evi- 
dently was taken from the Kern 
County Land Company in each in- 
stance. The Texas Company ground 
totals 1000 acres or approximately 
and lies in Sections 26 and 36-28s- 
24e or a few miles west of the Rio 
Bravo field. Rheem has tied up 
about 1800 acres at Consuelo, em- 
bracing drilling rights to 8500 feet. 
His acquired holdings are situated 
in Sections, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, and 10-31s- 
26e. The lease block is not more 
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Overall View of UOP Platformer 
at Pana Refining Company 





P atformer Helps Pana 
Achieve High Quality Goal 


By R. H. Carroll, Manager 
Pana Refining Company 


Division of 
Illinois Farm Supply Company 


THE 650 B/SD UOP Platforming 
unit which went on stream at our 
refinery last October has enabled 
us to achieve a long-sought goal — 
that of making the 
best motor fuel 
known to the pe- 
troleum refining 
industry. 


Currently, our 
Platformer is con- 
sistently produc- 

F ing a stabilized 
_ Platformate hav- 
: an 


leaded. It is the 
first Platformer in 
commercial operation in the state of 
Illinois to be devoted exclusively to 
the production of motor fuel. 


R. H. Carroll 


Our refinery is owned by the IIli- 
nois Farm Supply Company, and 
serves as one of the sources of sup- 
ply of petroleum products distrib- 
uted by the Illinois Farm Supply 
Company to its member company 
county service companies. These 
county organizations in turn distrib- 
ute gasolines, greases, lubricants, 
burner oils, and Diesel fuels to IIli- 
nois farmers. 


Products Supply Supplemented 


Illinois. Farm Supply purchased 
Pana Refining Company in the 
spring of 1948 in order to supple- 
ment its supply of petroleum prod- 
ucts to its members. The refinery 
has been gradually modernized, with 
the installation of the UOP Plat- 
forming unit being the latest step. 
In addition to a UOP crude unit, 
we also have a UOP catalytic poly- 
merization plant, and the entire 
refinery is under a UOP service 
agreement. 


The Platformer is unique in that 
it has no feed preparation unit. The 
charge, which is essentially 225° to 
400° F. boiling range naphtha, is 
removed from the UOP crude unit 
fractionator as a sidecut and goes 
directly to a charge surge drum. 
The end point and the over-all 
boiling range of the charge material 
is controlled by regulating the with- 
crawal rate of the naphtha and the 
end point of the lighter fraction 

roduced from this tower. 


The naphtha charge, together with 
he hydrogen recycle stream, enters 


the effluent heat exchanger before 
passing through the three-coil verti- 
cal heater and the three reactors. 


The effluent from the reactor is 
split into two streams. One stream 
is used to supply heat to the stabi- 
lizer reboiler, then it unites with 
the other stream, and the combined 
stream passes through the heat ex- 
changer, reactor products cooler and 
then to the products separator. 
Platformate is pressured out of the 
separator into the stabilizing col- 
umn, where it is stabilized and sent 
to blending tanks. 


Performs Two-Fold Duty 


The reactor products separator 
performs a two-fold duty: (1) Of 
separating hydrogen, and (2) Of 
furnishing a suction tank for the 
hydrogen gas compressor, which 
takes suction on the dry side of 
the separator, then discharges the 
hydrogen back through the heaters 
with the naphtha charge. Excess 
hydrogen from the separator is used 
as fuel gas in the charge heater. 


We were able to eliminate a feed 
preparation unit for the Platformer 
because investigation showed that the 
crude unit fractionator had the de- 
gree of fractionation necessary for 
preparation of feed stock without re- 
running. The refinery at one time 
produced naphtha for a paint manu- 
facturer that was essentially in the 
300° to 400° F. boiling range, so we 
were reasonably certain that the 
crude fractionator could handle the 
type of naphtha sidecut for the Plat- 
forming unit. 


By making minor revisions in the 
crude unit fractionator, we were 
able to effect considerable savings 
not only in the initial investment 
of the Platformer, but in operating 
costs as well. 


Universal Oil Products Company 
engineers did the process design for 
the Platformer, while Procon Incor- 
porated handled the mechanical 
design and drafting, purchasing and 
construction. 


We are more than satisfied with 
the results obtained from our Plat- 
forming unit. It has enabled us to 
make the best quality balanced 
product at a reasonable investment 
in equipment, and is assuring IIli- 
nois Farm Supply Company’s mem- 
ber companies of a constant supply 
of superior motor fuel. 
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than three miles south and west of 
production developed by Superior 
Oil Company in the Old River 
field, which came to life around last 
Christmas through the medium of 
Superior’s KCL No. 51-56 Stevens 
sand producer. Superior, in passing, 
is down deep with two current val- 
ley wildcats. Weber No. 3-H on 
Section 27-28s-25e at Rio Bravo is 
well below 10,800 feet. Russell No. 
73 on Section 17-28s-25e at Shafter 
has reached 13,000 feet and going 
deeper. 


McKittrick 
Wildcat Idle 

According to the latest informa- 
tion, the Ferguson & Bosworth, Mc- 
Kittrick No. 1 test on Section 12- 
30s-2le in the McKittrick area is 
temporarily idle. Bottomed at 1700 
feet, the project was subsequently 
plugged back to 1045 feet for tests. 
Tulare County 
Wildcats Working 


One of the latest wildcat 
to get going in Tulare County is 
Tule River Syndicate’s Andrews- 
Prestage No. 1 explorer on Section 
32-21s-27e or two miles west of 
the Deer Creek field and near Por- 
terville. General partners in the 
syndicate are Miles and V. L. An- 
drews of the town of Lindsay. The 
Lawrence P. Reischman, Hender- 
son No. 1 test on Section 33-22s-27e 
in the Deer Creek area quit as a 
duster at 832 feet. Other projects 
in various operational stages in Tu- 
lare County take in Miles Andrews’ 
Andrews-Williams No. 1 on Sec- 
tion 10-21s-26e, northwest of Por- 
terville, Geochemical Surveys’ Ben- 
detti No. 1 on Section 10-24s-24e 
in the Allensworth area, Terra Bella, 
Ltd., Montgomery No. 1 on Section 
27-22s-27e, one mile north of Terra 
Bella and near Deer Creek, Max- 
well & Associate’s Maxwell No. 1 
on Section 17-22s-27e, northwest of 
Deer Creek, and K. H. Kruse’s No. 
1 on Section 27-24s-28e in the White 
River area, west of Deer Creek. 


wells 


Alferitz Project 
Goes On Production 

In the northeast Alferitz Anti- 
cline sector, Carlton Beal & Asso- 
ciates has placed on production its 
Miller-Bump No. 6 wildcat on Sec- 
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TROUBLE-FREE 
JENSEN! 


The rugged construction and simple 
design of a JENSEN Pumping Unit 
afford trouble-free, economical opera- 
tion. The heavy welding on base, 
post and beam... anti-friction bear- 
ings ... precision shaved gears... 
oil bath lubrication—these are only a 
few of the outstanding features that 
make JENSEN the most dependable 
pumping unit you can buy. 

There are 22 different JENSEN Units 
assuring the right unit for your well. 
See your Jensen Dealer now, or write 
us at Coffeyville, Kansas. 


STOCKED BY 


ROBERT S. MOORE SUPPLY CO. 
2852 Cherry Avenue 
Long Beach 6, Calif. Phone LB 4-3058 


LOVELADY SUPPLY CO. 
3301 Cherry Avenue 
Long Beach 7, Calif. Phone LB 40-5429 


PETROLEUM SUPPLY CO., INC. 


Fresno Highway 
Bakersfield, Calif. Phone 2-2413 


JENSEN 


BROTHERS MFG. CO., Inc. 


COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS, U.S.A. 
EXPORT OFFICE: 50 Church St., New York City 








SMITH-EMERY CO. 


Chemists—Engineers 
Established 1910 
Metals—Oils—Waters 
Analyzed and Tested 
Shipments Certified 
Tanks Strapped 
781 E. Washington Blvd. 
Los Angeles 21, Calif. 
Member 
American Council of Commercial 
Laboratories 











EXECUTIVE WANTS POSITION 


Young executive wants position Long Beach area. 
Male, 37, married, degree in accounting and 
business administration, wants position in small 
oil or drilling company office with good oppor- 
tunity for advancement; varied experience in ac- 
counts, office large or small; sales; some knowl- 
edge of stocks and bonds. References. Contact 
Long Beach Phone 344177. 7/3\b 


tion 11-25s-18e at 5037 feet. Dri! 
to a total bottom of 5037 feet, « . 
well was completed at a plugg: | 
back depth of 766 feet for a yi 
last reported at 20 barrels of 
gravity oil a day, cutting about 
per cent. 


Cuyama Valley 
Wildcat Digging 

Drilling is following a steady a. 
uneventful pattern at a depth » 
proximating 2000 feet on Aeco ( 
poration’s Aeco-British American- 
Shell No. 1 wildcat on Section 13- 
11n-28w in the northeast White 
Rock area in the San Luis Obispo 
County part of Cuyama Valley. 
Contractor is Atlantic Drilling Com- 
pany which will wind up a profes- 
sional test one way or another by 
drilling to 7000 feet or so for a 
gander at the Dibblee zone. Loca- 
tion is about a half-mile northwest 
of a well drilled by Shell Oil Com- 
pany to a depth slightly below 7950 
feet. The drill site is also one and 
one-half miles north of the Russell 
Ranch field. At the east fringe of 
Cuyama Valley in the Stubblefield 
Ranch sector, Richfield Oil Corpora- 
tion is foreseen as shortly exercis- 
ing its option on land in Sections 
30, 31 and 32-10n-27w, prelusive to 
new wildcatting. 
Wildcat Fails At 
Antelope Hills Area 

Nothing came of drilling to 2550 
feet for Shell Oil’s Hopkins Fee No. 
28X-26 on Section 26-27s-19e, one 
mile southwest of the North An- 
telope Hills field in Kern county. 
Shell has started a new well in the 
Round Mountain field, known as 
Caldwell No. 26 and located on Sec- 
tion 7-28s-29e. 


Deepest Well At 
Paloma Still Tests 

Ohio Oil Company is continuing 
to test its world’s deepest well— 
KCL-A No. 72-4 on Section 4-32s- 
26e—in the Paloma field, after the 
initial trial at 16,740 to 17,135 feet 
showing nothing. Tests uphole were 
somewhat delayed by locating a 
hole in the 514-inch casing set at 
17,222 feet. The record-breaking 
project was spudded-in on October 
23, 1951, and was carried all the 
way down to 21,482 feet, 1000 feet 
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or so deeper than any other well 
ever drilled. 


Lost Hills 
Wildcat In 


Union Oil Company has com- 
pleted its Seaboard-Saunders No. 
52-59 test on Section 29-25s-20e, 
northwest of the Lost Hills field, at 
2025 feet for an initial yield of 10 
barrels of 22.4 gravity oil a day, cut- 
ting more than 50 per cent. North- 
west of McKittrick in the Temblor 
sector, Union apparently has been 
busy in recent months acquiring 
control on considerable acreage. 
Other holders in the general area 
include Signal Oil & Gas Company, 
Honolulu Oil Corporation and Sea- 
board Oil Company. 


Guijarral Hills 
Well Big Producer 


Flowing 1290 barrels of 35.6 gray- 
ity oil and 608,000 cubic feet of gas 
a day, Standard Oil Company has 
finaled its No. 72-27F well on Sec- 
tion 27-20s-l6e in the Guijarral 
Hills field of Fresno County at a 
total depth of 8775 feet. Open is the 
Led oil sand at 8630-8645 feet and 
8668-8728 feet. 


nion Pacific Railroad's well No. 168 in the Wilmington field. Terminal Drilling Com- 
sany has the contract for the job. Left to right: H. K. Leedy, driller: Joe Cunningham. 
athead; H. A. Sterrett, lead tong; J. M. Horton, racker:; Jack Randolph, derrick. 
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Union Pacific's Well No. E-15 at Wilmington. Left to right: Robert Vincent, head well 
Puller; Glen Snyder, floorman; Fred Klugkist, floorman; J. E. Lasley, derrick. 


Sunray Gives Up 
Greeley Wildcat 


Following a final test of the Ste- 
vens oil sand zone around 8000 feet, 
Sunray Oil Corporation abandoned 
its Sunray-Western Gulf-KCL No. 
21-30 wildcat on Section 30-29s-26e 
in the Greeley area. The project 
was taken down to a total bottom 
of 12,013 feet. 





Edison Groves 


Adds Producers 


The Kern Oil Company, Ltd., 
Cohn No. 2-B well on Section 28- 
29s-29e in the Edison Groves field 
is in from 1205 feet for 54 barrels 
a day, with fairly large initial cut. 
James Ebert and Edward Nepple’s 
E. & N. No. 1 well on the same 
section at present is producing 20 
barrels a day from 1253 feet. The 
cut was reported more than 50 per 
cent. 


South Greeley 
Wildcat Abandoned 


Having failed to come across any- 
thing along commercial lines with 
its Houghton No. 1 wildcat on Sec- 
tion 29-29s-26e, south of the Greeley 
field, Western Gulf Oil Company 
as abandoned the project at 9384 
feet as a definite duster. In the Mc- 
Kittrick Front area, Standard Oil’s 
Spreckles No. 17-16Z on Section 
16-30s-22e likewise has been aban- 
doned at 5534 feet. 


Jerry Powell of Los Angeles, 
Union Oil Company attorney, is 
back in town from a three-weeks’ 


fishing junket to Colorado. 


Page 29 











— 


Colorado—Idaho—Montana— 


USGS Report 

Figures released by the United 
States Geological Survey for the 
Northwest Region show activity at 
an all-time high for the fiscal year 
which ended June 30. The region 
covers the Rocky Mountain states 
and Nevada, Idaho, Washington, 
Oregon, North and South Dakota 
and Nebraska, with headquarters 
for the region being maintained at 
Casper, Wyo. 

In the fiscal year just closed 831 
wells were spudded on federal pub- 
lic lands in the region. Of these 
792 were completed, 524 as produc- 
ers and 268 as dry holes. 

Royalties from oil and gas pro- 
duction rose 25 per cent, while pe- 
troleum production rose 14 per cent 
and natural gas production 4 per 
cent. 

The expansion of unitization was 
shown in the report that 52 per 
cent of oil and 64 per cent of natu- 
ral gas produced on the federal 
lands in the area was allocated to 
acreage operating under approved 
unit plans. 

Petroleum production rose to 67,- 
440,000 barrels, and natural gas pro- 
duction to 49,220,330,000 cubic feet. 
Wyoming led in production of both 
oil and gas, with Colorado second. 
Total royalties came to $25,058,000, 
with Wyoming production account- 
ing for $15,280,000 of this amount. 
Sixty-four new units were approved 
during the year, with 34 cancella- 
tions approved. 


Montana 


Union Oil and Carter Oil have 
made two significant discoveries in 
Glacier County in the north cen- 
tral part of the state. In the Land- 
slide Butte area, the No. 1 Tribal- 
544, c nw nw 19-37n-8w, swabbed 
eight and half barrels of oil per 
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Fresh, pure 





drinking 
water... 


now available 
for oil field and 
refining areas! 


Give your men healthful, delicious 
drinking water. Arrowhead Spring 
Water and Puritas Drinking Water 
are delivered in 5-gallon bottles. 
Coolers loaned FREE to regular 
users. Order by telephone. Look un- 
der“Water” in your local directory. 


Arrowhead 
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ew Mexico—Utah—Wyoming—Western Canada 


hour after acidizing. Produciion 
was obtained from the zone 5722-94 
feet, which is believed to be the 
3anff. The same operators recoy- 
ered 3800 feet of oil in a test of 
the No. 1 Miller-Tribal, ¢ nw se 
7-33n-6w, with production being ob- 
tained from the interval 4595-4695 
feet. This well is in the Cadmus 
area and is 25 miles southeast of 
the Landslide Butte test. 

Shell Oil Co., which is going 
ahead with steady development of 
the Cabin Creek field in Fallon 
County, has recently drilled two im- 
portant extensions, one to the north- 
west and another to the southeast. 
The No. 43-29 NP Unit flowed 285 
barrels per day initial from the Red 
River, and the No. 414 NP Unit was 
completed for a pump gauge of 228 
barrels of oil per day. This was 
a dual completion from the Silurian 
and the Red River. The producing 
area of the field extends a mile and 
three-quarters along the Cedar 
Creek Anticline. 

Shell also has been drilling stead- 
ily in the Pine Unit and Little 
Beaver fields. The operator recent- 
ly staked location for the MDU 
Unit 8-A, c sw sw 34-5n-6le, two 
miles northwest of Little Beaver 
production and also is on the Cedar 
Creek Anticline. 

J. Ray McDermott has announced 
location for an 8000-foot Morrison 
test, the No. 1 Clarks Fork Unit, 
ce sw nw 27-9s-22e, in Carbon 
County. This will be on a farm- 
out from British-American Oil Pro- 
ducing, which drilled the discovery 
well in 1949, the No. 1 Govt.-Mc- 
Clellan, which found initial produc- 
tion of 2,244,000 cubic feet of gas 
and 31 barrels of distillate per day 
from the Dakota. 

At the Pennell Unit in Fallon 
County, the California Co. was cor- 
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ing velow 9665 feet. The well is the 
No. | Unit, ¢ se nw 15-10n-56e, and 
no shows have thus far been re- 
pol ed. 

In Liberty County, Amerada Pe- 
trokum was drilling ahead at the 
No. 1 Skierka, se sw sw 11-28n-6w. 
The operator found sulphur water 
in a test of the Madison at the in- 
terval 2613-25 feet. 


Wyoming 

Irving Pasternak of Denver and 
the Sapphire Petroleum Co. have 
completed a successful confirmation 
of the discovery well in the Ro- 
chelle area of Weston County. Some 
oil men see the possibility of a new 
trend west of the main Newcastle 
sandstone trend, and these develop- 
ments may bear out that theory. 
The discovery well was drilled in 
April by True and Brown and R. H. 
Fulton for 800 barrels per day. The 
confirmation, the No. 1 Field, c nw 
ne 11-42n-67w, came in for 760 bar- 
rels per day. It was drilled to a total 
depth of 7538 feet. It is directly 


south of the discovery. 

Mule Creek Oil Co. has found 
production in the Tensleep at its 
Park County wildcat, the No. 1 
Unit, e% se sw 16-57n-98w. Most 
recent test at the interval 5452-68 
feet recovered 495 feet of clean oil. 
In previous tests of the Tensleep 
the recovery rate varied from 450 
to 2000 feet of oil. At last report 
the operator was coring around 5370 
feet. 

Belco Petroleum Co. has unitized 
the Mason Unit in Sublette County 
and made preparations to drill the 
No. 1 Budd, ne nw nw 19-31n-112w. 
The entire unit covers 15,000 acres 
and reflects the increased activity 
in this general area as a result of 
the Pacific Northwest pipeline proj- 
ect. The Green River Basin gas 
play has been further expanded by 
the acquisition of a 32,500-acre bloc 
by interests believed to represent 
El Paso Natural Gas which is ac- 
tive in that part of Wyoming. 

Stanolind Oil and-Gas Co. will 
drill the No. 4 Middle Mountain 


Unit, nw nw _ ne 11-12n-103w, in 
Sweetwater County, which will be 
a Mesaverde test at 6600 feet. Stano- 
lind has found gas production from 
this formation in previous wells and 
obtained a recovery of 5,545,000 
cubic feet of gas per day at the No. 2 
Unit, ¢ sw nw 11-12n-103w. 

British-American Oil Producing 
abandoned the No. 2 Govt.-Hutchin- 
son in the East Labarge area of 
Sublette County. The well, in nw 
nw ne 33-27n-112w, recovered gas 
cut mud and gas cut salt water and 
oil and water cut mud on tests. The 
No. 1 Hutchinson was brought in 
for 450,000 cubic feet of gas per 
day from the Second Wall Creek 
in 1951. 

Husky Oil Co. will drill a Ten- 
sleep test in the Prospect Creek sec- 
tor of Hot Springs County. It will 
be the No. 1 Cottonwood Land and 
Coal, sw ne nw 26-45n-98w, about 
a mile and a half north of a test 
drilled by J. Ray McDermott which 
failed to find commercial produc- 
tion in the Phosphoria. 
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Colorado 

The Colorado Public Utilities 
Commission has authorized the 
Colorado Western Pipeline Co. to 
construct a 328-mile gas line from 
the San Juan Basin in the south- 
western part of the state to the Den- 
ver area. The new line will be in 
competition with the Colorado In- 
terstate Gas Co. which now serves 
the Denver area and which will con- 
struct a line from Rock Springs, 
Wyo., to add to its facilities for the 
Denver market. According to the 
terms of the commission’s approval, 
Colorado Western must begin work 
on its line within one year and must 
complete it within two years. 

Two and a half miles northwest 
of his discovery well, H. L. Hunt 
found 1180 feet of oil and 1250 feet 
of water in the D sand at the No. 2 
Huey, c nw se 19-2n-56w, in Mor- 
gan County. The operator con- 
tinued drilling for a test of the J 
sand. The D sand was topped at 
5220 feet. The discovery well, the 
No. 1 Huey, c se se 21-2n-56w, 
swabbed five barrels of oil per hour 
and was put on pump. 

Morgan County acreage brought 


top bidding at a recent lease sale 
by the State of Colorado, with F. H. 
Gower of Denver paying a bonus of 
$16.75 per acre for 5-5n-59w and 
Ohio Oil Co. $10 per acre for lands 
in 6n-57w. 

In Jackson County, Lion Oil Co. 
staked location for the No. 1 Dwin- 
ell, c ne sw 23-10n-79w. It will be 
a test of the red beds and will go 
to about 6000 feet. 


North Dakota 


In the first test in the Williston 
Basin, Ohio Oil Co. found dead oil 
stain and a good porosity at the No. 
1 Standing Rock Sioux Tribal in 
Sioux County. The showing was in 
the Mission Canyon, which was 
topped at 3765 feet. The well, in 
ne sw 29-131n-80w, is the first wild- 
cat in the county. At last report 
the well was drilling below 4100 
feet. 

Shell Oil Co., which is drilling 
a series of slim hole tests in Ben- 
son County, has staked location for 
the seventh, the No. 1 Spidahl, se 
ne 21-152n-69w. The operator also 
is drilling the No. 1 Hvinden, ne se 
21-151n-69w, stx miles to the south. 


National Bulk Carriers and — ith 
and Summers found salt wa in 
the Winnipeg at the No. 1 St: am, 
nw se 31-154n-70w, in Benson ( \un- 
ty. The well has been aban: -ned 
after having been drilled to the | ran- 
ite at 5144 feet. 

Calvert Expioration moved ¢ ip- 
ment to the No. 1 Bender, n\ nw 
19-130n-69w, after abandonin: the 
No. 1 Schock, sw nw 17-131n-..9w, 
in the granite at 3942 feet. The 
operator is drilling four tests i: the 
county. The No. 1 Schock was the 
first of these. 


South Dakota 


Youngblood and Youngblood pre- 
pared to abandon the No. 1 Drasko- 
vich, se se 20-23n-22e, in Corson 
County. The well was carried to 
7465 feet total depth in the Winni- 
peg. A slight show was found in 
the Mission Canyon. 


Nebraska 

Activity in Banner County, to the 
north of major exploration in west- 
ern Nebraska, has been increasing 
substantially, stimulated by discov- 
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eries this year in the Hinshaw field 
east of Harrisburg. The discovery 
of oil by Harry Royster at the No. 1 
Hinshaw established production 
from the J sand. The Hinshaw field 
have a connection with the 
Harrisburg field, also a J sand pro- 
ducer, discovered in 1951 by Kerr- 
McGee and Stanolind Oil and Gas 


may 


Company. 

In Kimball County, Natural Gas 
and Oil found production of 390 bar- 
rels of oil per day on pump at the 
No. 1 Durland Trust Co., ¢ ne nw 
)-l4n-55w. This was the discovery 
well for the Lodgepole field. Pro- 
duction was found at the interval 
)306-12 feet in the J sand. The op- 
erator is drilling a confirmation. 


New Mexico 


Southern Union Gas encountered 
a flow of 3,134,000 cubic feet of gas 
per day from the Pictured Cliffs 
formation at its wildcat in 16-26n- 
4w ‘n Rio Arriba County. Another 
wil ‘cat by this same operator in 
20-6n-4w, has been abandoned. 
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Utah 


Leasing and drilling operations in 
the eastern part of the state con- 
tinue to expand, with less leasing 
interest shown recently in the west- 
ern counties. Operators recently 
staked locations as 
well as some extensions. Carter Oil 
Co. will drill the No. 1 Gooseberry 
Unit, Carbon County, a Dakota test, 
and the No. 2 Bluebeil Unit in Salt 
Lake County. This well will go to 
the Green River at 9000 feet. Con- 
tinental Oil Co. will drill the No. 1 
Kravlovec Unit, a 6500-foot Wa- 
satch test in Duchesne County. 
Great Basin Petroleum Co. has 
staked location for the No. 24-10 
Chase in Juab County. 


four wildcat 


In Carbon County, El Paso Natu- 
ral Gas completed the No. 3 Unit 
in Carbon County for 72 barrels of 
oil per day, pump gauge, from the 
basal Green River. The well was 
drilled to 3095 feet total depth and 
plugged back to 2900 feet. It is in 
se se sw 28-12s-16e, in the Jacks 
Canyon area. 


Western Canada 


One of the largest gas producers 
ever drilled in Canada is the No. 23 
Fort St. John which was brought 
in for 71,000,000 cubic feet of gas 
per day by Pacific Petroleum, Ltd. 
It is located on the eastern edge of 
the St. John field in the Peace River 
country of British Columbia. It was 
plugged back to 6300 feet in the 
Permo-Pennsylvania zone for com- 
pletion. 

Pacific Petroleum, Ltd., also 
found first commercial oil produc- 
tion in British Columbia, when a 
drill stem test of the company’s No. 
3 West Buick Creek yielded 2780 
feet of free oil from the Kikanassin 
formation. The test was at the in- 
terval of 3884-3912 feet. The well 
was drilled on acreage farmed out 
by Canada Southern Petroleum, 
Ltd., which has a 25 per cent net 
interest. The total exploratory area 
covers 60,000 acres. The discov- 
ery is 23 miles north of the Fort 
St. John gas field. 

The Socony-Central LeDuc Del 
Rio No. 31-12 Tribune, Saskatche- 
wan wildcat, has been abandoned 
after being drilled to 5974 feet total 
depth. This test was in the Ca- 
nadian portion of the Williston 
Jasin. 

The Socony-Sohio No.-18-3 Bull- 
kin, in 5-18-3-23w2, Saskatchewan, 
was rigging up rotary tools. This 
test also is a Williston Basin Wild- 
cat. 

In the Manitoba portion of the 
basin, locations were staked for the 
Madison Oil No. 1-19 Lauder, in 
1-19-5-24w1, and the Souris Valley 
No. 2-17 Stony Crek in 2-17-6-28w1. 


Sespe Wildcat 
Keeps Drilling 


In Sespe Canyon, 12 miles from 
Fillmore, Hi Ko Oil Company at 
last reports was well under 3100 
feet with its No. 1 wildcat on Sec- 
tion 19-5n-19w. The project caused 
some excitement when drilling 
around 1130 feet by flowing an esti- 
mated 1000 barrels of fresh water 
an hour from some sort of a hid- 
den river until plugged off with 
many bags of cement. The project 
is sponsored largely by a leading 
group of members of the Mystic 
Order of the Shrine. 


Page 33 





“Who is it,” the teacher asked 
her kindergarten class, “who has the 
sweetest smile, works for you, hears 
your prayers and puts you to bed 
at night?” 

One five-year-old popped up with 
the answer: “Our baby-sitter!” 


Katie’s big sister had her boy 
friend at their home for supper. 

“I’m certainly glad I accepted 
your invitation,” the lad said, smil- 
ing at Katie. “I don’t often have 
good dinners like this.” 

“We don’t, either,” the little sis- 
ter said with a big grin. “I’m glad 
you came, too.” 


A well-known ethnologist seeks 
to surprise us with the news that 
in certain sections of Malaysia, the 
women dominate the men. We pre- 


sume the ethnologist aforesaid is a 
bachelor, otherwise he would un- 
doubtedly know that this capacity is 
by no means peculiar to Malayan 
ladies. 

“Kids ought to be born with two 
heads,” Ronnie said in the middle 
of his homework. 

“Why do you say that?” his 
mother asked, shocked at him. 

“Then,” Ronnie said, “we could 
have one for real important things 
like looking at television, and one 
to store junk like this in.” 

The farmer was surprised at the 
appetite of his guest, a big jovial 
colonel, who devoured two young 
fried chickens. 

After dinner, the two men were 
seated on the porch, smoking. Sud- 





FOR 





denly, a big rooster came - trut- 


ting by. 
“My, that certainly is a pound 
looking bird,” the colonel rem: rked, 
“He sure ought to be,” the f rmer 
replied, dourly. “He has two sons 
in the Army.” 


While his birthday party was be- 
ing planned, little Bill was asked for 
a list of friends he would like to 
invite. He started off confidently; 

“T want my grandpa, and Uncle 
Tom, and Aunt Mary, and... .” 

“But wait a minute, Bill,” his 
mother interrupted. “Everyone of 
those you've mentioned is an older 
person.” . 

“Well,” Bill replied, “I’ve been 
noticing—they’re the only ones who 
ever seem to have any money.” 
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